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Moi leads in early returns 

(AP) ^ e ^ l »5 nl Danicl Ara P Moi look a big early lead 
OIKS*** opposition in returns front Kenya's flS 

\p5pa«y marred b V months of fraud and 

_ I. tfk&danan. Mr. Mot had -R3.&63 votes to 142372 for his nearest rivil 
<*«. Pord-Asili party, with 27 of 188 constituencies 

Lift*** %7o*l Mid r ^ WSi Kibaki of ,he De«55 

T S !t ° f For ^- Ken > a 'railed among the 
M y^eandtdates wih *9.de3 Tn avoid a runorr. the top vore-eener must* 
y ^iLleast 25 per am of , h e vote in five of Kenya's eight provt^ 
r{*jKtay * months of political violence ami widespread 

X diir 5 of gle^ral [ raud and intimidation. The lumout amone Kcrva's 
[.>3®®°° n**rer£ heavy an d generally peaceful. HoSr 

^hjfcCBflJ 8 * 0 a 1 d 2 n ? her scrious, >' wounded in Mombasa 

.jggigZ,,* “ fSSStS£S.’ n,h pra, “ Mrs '*-* “ «»p «■ 
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Happy New Year 


The Jordan Times will not be published on Saturday. Jan. 
2. 1993, on account of the New Year holiday on Friday. 
Jan. 1 . The next issue of the paper will appear on Sunday. 
Jan. 3. The Jordan Times wishes its readers and friends a 
very happy and prosperous New Year. 
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ictee becomes 


\ jj&»lED JERUSALEM 
: >:j^iiofaaniinad Jawdeh Abu 
- * new father, but he 

: 'Xfflwe his daughter for two 
Abu Sbalbak. 35. is 
: ':*;-^rfte4l5 Palestinians expel- 
on Dec. 17 to 
r , liyL He was accused of sup- 
v.JgMffle Islamic fundamental- 
'". 'Ss movement. His wife, 
gave birth Tuesday 
^lidlia it »’ Jerusalem hospital to 
. Vote's second daughter, the 
S C ‘®il!ifrsaKJ Wednesday. The heal- 
kilogranime girt was 
•- ‘S -j^ jman, Relief)- After he 
r: - *wd about the child by an 
waled Pre 55 reporter in 
Mr. Abo Shalbak 
•X-. -£4|at her name be changed 
feta Hamas. and the family 


The German 
Wednesday it is 
a merchant ship de- 
fy is involved in 
by Syria to acquire 
a number of Western 
t^There is no doubt 
a large action 
«»pQhs procurement,” said 
eit Sdufefer, a spokesman 
jteuiceflqr Helmut Kohl. A 
'sSSr^port officials in Au- 
«Sjaty, sard experts there 
^fjwtnning cargo from the 
Xajhip Waalhaven after 
(gay asked that the vessel be 
®fen continuing on to 
5Sv. • 


ces trial 


w&lA (AP) — President 
3#'Collor de Meilo was 
gof misconduct early 
. horns after he res- 
5||wped df immunity, he 
a criminal trial that 
I^ with eight years in jail, 
“or, Itamar Franco, is 
. :Vitfar-the challenge of 
America’s largest 
Sn®* of hs worst economic 


was sworn in Tues- 
S^yhoois after Mr. Collor 
minutes into his sen- 
corruption. Undeter- 
: JNfr : -CoHor , s retreat, the 
him of official 
barring him from 
for eight years. Mr. 
caii be tried for cor- 
crimioal association, 
a maximum prison 


years. 


Minister 


-wignation 

(R)'— Kuwait’s Minis- 
for Cabinet Affairs 
lab Al Othman has 
resignation to the 
t, Al Qabas news- 
Wednesday. The 
]£aye.no reason for the 
t An official at the 
office would not con- 
ihe .report but said 
who is also second 
minister, had been 


some tune. 



U.N. envoy leaves Israel 

after apparent failure to 
resolve expulsion crisis 

Ghali, Dumas suggest interim 
solutions after talks with Arafat 
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TEL AVIV (Agencies) — U.N. Dr. Ghali and Mr. Dumas held 
envoy James Jonah left Israel separate talks with Palestine U- 
Wednesday after apparently fail- be ration Organisation (PLO) 
mg in his mission to resolve the Chairman Yasser Arafat at the 
plight of 415 Palestinians expelled U.N. European headquarters, 
by the Jewish state to Lebanon. Mr. Arafat told a news confer- 
Mr. Jonah left for Cairo on a ence that Israel's expulsion was 
special U.N. plane. Israel Radio pan of a policy of forced transfer 
said he was to go on to Ethiopia, of the Palestinian population 
where U.N. Secretary-General which “constitutes ethnic deans- 


Boutros Ghali is chairing a meet- 
ing to bring Somalia warlords 
together. 


ing and a war crime.” 

After his one hour meeting 
with the PLO chairman. Dr. 


In Geneva, Dr. Ghali sug- Ghali described Israel’s expulsion 
gested as a compromise that the of the Palestinians as a “basic 
expelled Palestinians to Lebanon obstacle” to the Middle East 
should be sent back to internment peace process, 
camps in Israel. He said sraff members of the 

French Foreign Minister Ro- U.N. Relief and Works Agency 
land Dumas meanwhile proposed — the agency helping Palesti- 


to the U.N. chief that the 415 be 
placed provisiunaJIy under the 
authority of U.N. peacekeepers 
m southern Lebanon. 


nians in the occupied territories 
— were among those expelled. 

“1 hope we can find a solution 
which takes the (expelled) to 


Chances said good 
of Hamas joining PNC 


By Mariam M. Shahfn for the Liberation of Palestine 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter (PFLP) and the Democratic 

Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
AMMAN — A meeting between tine (DFLP). 


the leadership of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 


The participation of Hamas at 
an emergency meeting at the 


and the Tslamic Resistance Move- PLO headquarters in Tunis last 
ment (Hamas) scheduled to take week was necessary “because 
place Saturday in Khartoum has a Hamas has been weakened by the 
good chance of drawing Hamas expulsions." said a PLO source, 
into the ranks 6f the Palestine Hamas' support outside of the 
National Council (PNC), a senior occupied territories is estimated 
PLO official said Wednesday. to be minimal by both Hamas and 
“Hamas is facing hard times non-Hamas sources, 
now. Its leadership in the occu- The group, despite the 
pied territories has been expelled tremendous publicity it has 
and its financial backers in the gained as a result of its anti- 
Gulf are using their leverage to Israeli military activities, must 
obtain a moderate Hamas stand find a larger support group, 
towards the peace process and While Hamas has aligned itself 
Israel is preparing itself for an to the 10-member Damascus- 


Israeli-PLO dialogue," said the 
Amman-based official. 

The expulsion of 415 Palesti- 
nians described as Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad supporters to South 
Lebanon by the Israeli authorities 
has effectively decapitated 
Hamas’ leadership in the territor- 
ies, the official asserted. 

“Hardcore Hamas supporters 
who were not expelled are in 
prison and the ones left on the 
street are mostly the mercenary 
types,” said the PLO official. The 
latter reference was to the hun- 
dreds of young men in the occu- 
pied territories who receive 
monthly salaries from the orga- 
nisations that they work with. 

Among the three main groups 


based anti-peace talks coalition, 
its conservative Gulf sponsors 
now think it is time for the group 
to change some of its hardline 
policies. 

PLO insiders believe rhat the 
United States government has 
played a direct role in convincing 
Gulf rulers, especially Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates, to pressure Hamas into 
falling in line with mainstream 
Palestinian politics. 

“The U.S. and Israel want to 
foil Hamas now that it has begun 
to make their lives difficult and 
the easiest way to do so is through 
its financial sponsors in the 
Gulf," said the PLO official who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

While Hamas also has close 


active in the occupied territories to governments and Islamic 

Hamas pays the highest salary otganisations in non-Arab Iran, 


$200 a month. The other groups 
are Fateh and the Popular Front 


(Continued on page 2) 


Most Somali factions 
to attend U.N. talks 

MOGADISHU (Agencies) — send up to six representatives 
Nine of Somalia's faction leaders, each. Among those who have 
including the capital's two mam accepred are the two factions of 
warlords and a strongman ac- the United Somali Congress 
cased of massacring hundreds of headed by Mohammad Farrah 
rivals, have accepted invitations aideed m south hfogadishu and 
to U.N.-sponsored talks, a Un- his rival. Ah Mahdi Mohammad 
ited Nations spokesman said in north Mogadishu The two are 
Wednesday. Hie most powerful clan leaders in 

Twelve groups were invited to Somalia, 
the Jan. 4-5 conference m Addis The two men will personally 
TtLrfxT the capital of neighbour- attend the meeting, as will Omar 
Jno Fthiooi& and all are ex- Jess of the Somali Patriotic 
Sltrf toSept in the next con- Movement , Mr Malwali said. Di- 
rfeofdays. Finnic Malwali, the plomats and md worked Tuesday 

%■ «Sfii i r, a. MOgadiShU ' ma“yi1w rival 

t0 Mr a Malwali described the dan members in the days before 
gathering as an “informal prepa- U.S. troops arrived in the south- 
raronr nfeSng” aimed at setting em port city of kismayu on Dec. 

iSoiJdhatiOT LiOTig^Smalia-s The U.N. is still awaiting a 
re ^J no dans -jwj political Olga- response from the Somah Nanon- 
XS^is al Front, headed by Mohammad 
for two to three Said Hirei, a son-in-law of the 
1,01 cairf former dictator, Mohammad Siad 

m M?Malwah said one goal of Bane. It also has invited and 
. t0 form a Somali expects an acceptance from lead- 

KiTtod 8 ^ t0 wT efS in ^ brea kaway northern 
b 04 ^ +L„, a nJ Somali part of the country' known as the 

^K d on N wtting up future con- republic of Somaliland, Mr. Mai- 

W ™f£ni.ed Nations will foot 
th* could become an nwn ^ ^ for fhe Addis Ababa 

^ST^ups were invited to conference. 


Israel, even if they are placed in 
internment camps and sentenced 
if they have committed crimes 
under Israeli legislation," Dr. 
Ghali said. 

Mr. Dumas said Mr. Arafat 
told him he would accept such a 
plan. 

Israel expelled the men from 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip two weeks ago after 
Muslim fundamentalists killed six 
Israeli troopers. The government 
has said it will allow back only the 
ten who were expelled by mis- 
take. 

Mr. Dumas told journalists 
that Dr. Ghali was willing to 
consider France's own proposal 
for the evictees to be placed 
under the authority of U.N. 
peacekeepers in Israel’s self- 

( Continued on page 2) 
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Palestinian evictees cut firewood to cook lunch in front of their lent 
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in South Lebanon (AFP photo) 


at U.S. moves 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Wednesday it would not be 
forced into submission by a U.S. 
aircraft carrier sent to the Gulf to 
reinforce a “no-fly" zone over the 
south of the country. 

“Traq still terrifies the aggres- 
sors," declared the ruling Baath 
Parly's newspaper Al Thawra. 

The United States is building 
up its fighter force near Iraq, 
sending the aircraft carrier Kitty' 
Hawk, which carries up to &5 
aircraft, back to the Gulf frorr. 
Somalia. 

But Al Thawra said: “The 
steadfastness of the Iraq* people 
.... will bun- the new roar of 
intimidation and threats.” 

A L>.S. F-16 shot down an Iraqi 
military aircraft Sunday in the 
“no-fly" zone below the 32nd 
Parallel. Baghdad vowed to re- 


U.S. embassies, consulates and 
other posts around die world are 
taking precautions against Iraq's 
threat to retaliate. 

Baghdad has made clear it does 
not recognise the West's “no-fly" 
zone over the south and Iraqi jets 
flew into the prohibited airpace a 
day after the Iraqi fighter was 
shot down. 

“Washington has resumed its 
game of provocation and in- 
timidation in a bid to cover its 
flagrant aggression with legitima- 
cy." Al Thawra said. 

The newspaper said Washing- 
ton “feared the strength and 
courage of the Iraqis who are still 
capable of terrifying the aggres- 
sors though they are blockaded." 

Iraq is still under a strict Un- 
ited Nations trade embargo im- 


spond "in the suitable manner posed after its invasion of Kuwait 
and at the appropriate time.** in August 1990. 


KABUL (AP) — Despite threats 
of another war, a national council 
of religious scholars, tribal lead- 
ers and intellectuals voted 
Wednesday to keep Interim Pres- 
ident Burhanuddin Rabbani in 
power. 

Mr. Rabbani's reelection and raid I Panic vows to stay on; Cosic 

it will bring more civil war. Tl_" vra _ • ia 

The 1,335-member assembly, CMIHIS HOSM&B! &SS&Uit 
known as the Shura Hal-O-Aqd 
Council for Resolution and Set- 
tlement. voted 916-59 to let Mr. 

Rabbani remain in office for 
another 18 months. Hie remain- 
ing 360 delegates abstained. 

“Professor Rabbani is the first 
elected leader of the Islamic re- 
volutionary state of Afghanis- 
tan,” Chief Justice Maulvi 
Mohammad Fazeli declared while 
announcing the final tally. 

A dozen rockets slammed into 
the city before the ballot- 
counting was completed, sending 
plumes of dust and black smoke 
billowing towards the surround- 
ing snow-covered mountains. 

Shopkeepers hurriedly closed and 
bolted their doors and the bust- 
ling streets emptied. 

Although it was unclear who 
was responsible, the rockets were 
fired from the southern edge of 
Kabul where renegade rebels 
have been lurking since the col- 
lapse of the former communist 
rulers eight months ago. 

Renegade rebel chief Guibud- 
din Hekmaryar and the Iranian- 
supported coalition Hezb-e- 
Wahadat both had vowed to 
launch a new civil war if Mr. 

Rabbani was reelected. Many 
Afghans fear another war eculd 
lead to the breakup of their coun- 
try into small ethnic fiefdoms. 


BELGRADE (AP) — Milan 
Panic vowed Wednesday to stay 
in office temporarily ana con- 
tinue organising opposition 
against Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic despite his ouster 
as federal premier a day earlier. 

"I shall try to unite the opposi- 
tion into one big democratic 
coalition.” said Mr. Panic, a 
Serb-born American business- 
man who returned tc. his home- 
land last summer in a bid to end 
warring there. 

His pledge came as Yugoslav 
President Dohrica Cosic 
threatened to increase federal in- 
volvement in the war against 
neighbouring Bosnia- 
Keruegovmu should Muslims 
cicuhue attacking Serb positions 
i.-i Sarajevo. Bosnia's capitci. 

Serbian nationalists in the 
Yugoslav parliament streng- 
thened Mr. Milosevic's hand 
Tuesday by bringing down Mr. 
Panic's government in a no- 
confidence vote. The move will 
assist Mr. Milosevic as he tries to 
expand Serbia into the neigh- 
bouring lands. 

Mr. Panic tried and failed to 
unseat Mr. Milosevic in the Dec. 
20 Serbian presidential election. 


Mr. Panic's ouster on Tuesday 
dimmed hopes of ending blood- 
shed in (he Balkans and height- 
ened the possibility of interna- 
tional military intervention 
against Serb forces. 

Yugoslav Deputy Premier 
Radoje Kontic of Montenegro, 
the only other republic left in 
Serbian-dominated Yugoslavia, 
was named ro replace Mr. Panic. 
But Mr. Panic told a news confer- 
ence Wednesday that the con- 
stitution allows him to stay on as 
premier until a new government 
is appointed. 

He also castigated the federal 
parliament. 

“My critics ... are provoking 
the world into military interven- 
tion, instead of doing all on the 
dipiomatic field to avoid it." Mr. 
Panic said. ‘They describe my 
efforts to secure peace us treason, 
fbut) it is they who have betrayed 
the national interest." 

Responding to statements by 
extreme nationalist leader Vojis- 
lav Seselj that he might be 
arrested if he stayed in Yugosla- 
via, Mr. Panic said: “That’s not 
democracy. That is fascism. This 
is how it started in Nazi Ger- 
many. We have to stop it because 
if we don't, we will pay a terrible 
price.” 








SENT A CAR SNTEBNATTONAL 

Wishes To Extend Season’s Greetings To its CHents Who Have 
Supported Us Throughout The Year. 

Special Thanks To: 

- THE BRITISH BANK OF THE MIDDLE EAST 

- ARAB INSURANCE COMPANY. 

- DHL COURIER SERVICES. 

- BISHARAT TOURS CORPORATION. 

- GULF BUSINESS MACHINES / IBM . 

- THOMSON. CSF. 

- GEORGE WIMPEY INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 

- SCOTT WILSON KIRKPA TRICK. 

Wishing You Happy New Year : 


Al Thawra raid reports that 
Iraq constituted a threat to the 
region's security were baseless. 
“These (reports) are pan of 
methods whose aim is to justify 
the continuation of the sanctions 
and escalation of aggression 
against Iraq.” 

Meanwhile the United Nations 
resumed aid shipments to Kurds 
in northern Iraq after Iraq agreed 
to allow U.N. guards to ride in 
relief convoys, officials said. 

Some of the shipments had 
been suspended when relief vehi- 
cles were bombed. 

A U.N. source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said a 
convoy of four to five trucks 
passed through at checkpoint at 
Faidah Tuesday. The trucks were 
accompanied by a half-dozen 
U.N. guards and no incidents 
were reported as the convoy 
headed to Erbil. the source said. 


Crown Prince 
tours Irbid 


AMMAN (J.T. } — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hasson, 
the Regent. Wednesday called 
for launching productive projects 
in the Jordanian countryside 
within the context of a flexible 
development programme. 

During a tour of Irbid governo- 
rate. Prince Hassan stressed the 
importance of providing citizens 
with all the information they need 
I on public projects and future 
government plans. 

The Crown Prince said time 
was ripe to start talking about a 
developmental voluntary prog- 
ramme “in which the youth will 
participate in a constructive man- 
ner to serve the Jordanian coun- 
I tryside." 

Prince Hassan called on the 
i National Aid Fund (NAF) to focus on 
extending assistance to agricultural 
! projects which aim at reclaiming land, 
affirming that such projects would 
help address the problem of unem- 
ployment and benefit the Jordanian 
economy. The Regent also called for 
rehabilitating the youlh in accordance 
with die region's needs, warning of 
the dangers of behavioural unemploy- 
ment. The Prince paid tribute to the 
farmers and called on the Jordanian 
society to enhance their distinguished 
role in boosting the national eco- 
nomy. 

The Crown Prince said that re- 
search institutions should not embark 
on any study unless they are sure that 
the concerned authorities would take 
them into consideration and imple- 
ment their recommendations. The 
concerned authorities should be com- 
mitted to taking these studies into 
consideration, particularly those deal- 
ing with the problem of pollution, he 
said. 

Prince Hassan. who was accompa- 
nied by His Royal Highness Prince 
Rashcd also visited the village of 
Malka in Irbid Govemorate. where 
he laid the foundation stone for I -il- 
ka Charitable Voluntary Society 

(Continued on page 2) 


2 killed in Aden hotel hi 


ADEN, Yemen (Agencies) — 
Ar. Austrian tourist and a Y'eme- 
ni hotel worker were killed when 
militants bombed a seaside hotel, 
police said Wednesday. 

Police Major Qassem Moham- 
mad Qaid said two Yemeni mili- 
tants who had trained and fought 
in Afghanistan planted the bomb, 
which exploded Tuesday night in 
Aden's Gold Mohur Hotel. 

He told reporters the tourist 
and a Yemeni elevator operator 
were killed in the blast. Five 
Austrians and Two Yemenis were 
wounded, he said. The dead were 
not identified. 

He said the two suspects were 
wounded by a second bomb that 
exploded in their hands near a 
hotel housing U.S. servicemen. 

In Washington, Pentagon offi- 
cials said Tuesday no American 
servicemen were wounded. 

Mr. Qaid said the two attackers 
confessed to planting explosives 
at a third hotel. Police defused 
the bomb. 

The Yemen Socialist Party’s 
weekly Al Mostaqbal said Sunday 


'£SSh" 


Muslim militants trained in 
Afghanistan were behind several 
recent attempts to assassinate 
Yemeni politicians. 

The militants were believed to 
be protesting the festive decora- 
tions and liquor that the Gold 
Mohur and the Aden Hotel pro- 
vided for guests. 

An Austrian tourist party was 
staying at the Golf Mohur. where 
the bomb exploded about 9:15 
p.m. (1815 GMT) Tuesday, in or 
near the restaurant at about din-_ 
ner time. One of the floors were 
severely damaged as a result of 
the blast, raid the officials. 

Aden is a city of about 200.000, 
and the two hotels are the only 
major hotels available. About 
100 U.S. militaiy personnel have 
been in Aden over recent weeks 
after Yemen's government 
agreed to provide support for 
humanitarian relief to Somalia. 
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Ne« ? Year s Eve At 
China Town 


Dance the 1992 away on New Years 
at China Town & enjoy J 
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Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker meets Mohammad 
Khalifa, Speaker of the Sudanese National Assembly Wednesday 
(Petra photo) 

Premier meets Sudan speaker 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
Sudanese relations in a number of 
fields were reviewed in Amman 
Wednesday by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
Mohammad Khalifa, speaker of 
the Sudanese national assembly. 

Mr. Khalifa, who attended the 
Arab Parliamentary Union Meet- 
ing in Amman Tuesday, voiced 
Sudan's appreciation of Jordan's 
efforts to re-establish solidarity 
among Arab states and for host- 
ing the APU. 

The prime minister said that 
Jordan was willing to place its 
potentials at the disposal of 
Sudan and the other Arab coun- 
tries in the course of enhancing 
solidarity among Arabs. 

Sudan's Minister of State Atef 
Betoush and parliament member 


RSS to study industrial 
pollution control 



AMMAN (J.T.) — A contract 
has been signed between the 
Ministry of Planning and the 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
which allows the latter to imple- 
ment, in cooperation with a con- 
sultancy company in Denmark, a 
study on industrial pollution con- 
trol in Jordan, according to a 
statement issued by the RSS 
Wednesday. 

The project, which is to be 
financed by the government of 
Japan with a total cost of 
$800,000 aims at conducting stu- 
dies on proper means of combat- 
ing industrial pollution in the 
kingdom, the statement said. 
These studies, which will be car- 
■ iied but by tfje RSS Environmen- 
tal Research'Cen'tre as the local 
consultant party of the project, 
includes finding and designing a 
suitable location for a hazardous 
waste disposal site in Jordan. 


“The project will also identify 
the needs for the preliminary 
treatment of industrial wastewa- 
ter. It will also suggest proper 
means to decrease pollutants 
emanating from industry in view 
of previous studies conducted in 
this regard,” according to the 
RSS statement. 

A field study will also be con- 
ducted in the framework of this 
project to identify the extent of 
pollution of soil and surface and 
ground water in the Jordan Val- 
ley as result of using chemicals for 
agricultural purposes in this area. 

Findings of the project will be 
presented to the concerned par- 
ties to assist them in identifying 
suitable measures to be taken to 
control industrial pollution in Jor- 
dan. The project started on the 
first of November 1992 and will 
last for eleven months. 


British MPs to visit Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — A two-member British parliamentary team is 
due in Amman Friday on a three-day visit to Jordan. Both 
members of the House of Commons. Robert Adli and John 
Rashbon will meet Bahjat Talhouni first deputy speaker of the 
Senate and members of the foreign affairs committees of the 
Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament. Discussions will cover 
issues of common concern to Britain and Jordan. 
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Cost of spare parts to drop by 5 per cent 


Abdul Rahim Ekour also 
attended the meeting. Mean- 
while, delegations who anended 
the APU extraordinary meeting 
in Amman to discuss measures to 
be taken with regard to Israel's 
deportation of Palestinian 
citizens, Wednesday started leav- 
ing Amman. 

The APU meeting ended Tues- 
day with a call from Arab parlia- 
ments to the United Nations 
Security Council to set a deadline 
for Israel to allow the return of 
the 415 Palestinians it had expel- 
led to south Lebanon two weeks 
ago. The APU also demanded 
that the United Nations imple- 
ment its resolutions and ensure 
that Israel abide by international 
laws and regulations. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Supply Mohammad Saqqaf 
Wednesday announced that the 
cost of spare parts for motor 
vehicles prices will go down by 
five per cent in the new year. 

The reduction in prices means 
that retail merchants will reduce 
their profit margin from 30 to 25 
per cent, said the minister in a 
statement following a meeting 
with the president and board 
members of the Jordanian asso- 
ciation of auto spare parts mer- 
chants. 

The minister said that the cur- 
rent economic circumstances fac- 
ing the country and the Jordanian 
people requires the merchants to 
contribute towards alleviating the 
financial burdens already on car 
owners. He called on dealers to 
make available all types of spare 
parts requested by ca- owners 
and if necessary import them by 
plane. The Ministry of Supply 
will do ail in its power to protect 
the consumers rights and interests 
within the framework of the 
Jordanian laws and regulations, 
the minister noted. 

He urged consumers not to 
hesitate to inform the ministry of 
any violations by the auto spare 


Local radio 
station for 
Irbid 

AMMAN (Petra) — A local 
radio broadcasting station cover- 
ing the Irbid Govemorate is due 
to go on the air Friday January 1, 
1993. Broadcasting on 105 mega 
hertz FM. according to an 
announcement Wednesday. 

Radio Jordan said that the new 
station, which will cover a radius 
of 30 kilometres around the 
northern city of Irbid and its 
suburbs, will start its broadcasts 
at two in the afternoon. 

The Irbid station, studios have 
been set up within the Public 
Security Department in Irbid and 
will follow the example of the 
Amman FM local broadcasting 
station in focusing on matters or 
concern to the local listeners. The 
announcement stated that the 
Irbid station will be broadcasting 
matters related to traffic, the 
condition of roads, sports and 
youth affairs in the govemorate 
of Irbid as well as music. 

Sources at Radio Jordan said 
that the Irbid station will be the 
first of its kind to be opened 
outside Amman govemorates, 
although plans have been pre- 
pared for opening other similar 
stations in other govemorates at a 
later stage. 

Furthermore, they said the 
Irbid station broadcasts will be 
boosted to cover population set- 
tlements in outlying areas of the 
Irbid go ve mate. 

On Nov. 26, Radio Jordan 
introduced a French language 
broadcasting programme which is 
transmitted for two hours daily 
between seven and nine in the 
morning. 




Motor repairs will be cheaper with the drop in price of spare parts 


parts agents and merchants. The 
minister also promised the asso- 
ciation to exert efforts with the 
customs department to reduce 
customs due on the imported 
pans in return for their reduction 
of prices for the consumers. The 
minister rejected an association 
request to float spare parts prices 
on the free market because, be 
said, it would mean . exploiting 
Jordanians. “We have tried float- 
ing the prices of three commod- 
ities in the past but we found that 
their prices tripled.” he said. ' 
Referring to the locally manu- 
factured parts, the minister said 
the national industry should bfe 
encouraged by the merchants and 
consumers alike. According to 
ministry sources, Jordan imports 
JD 41 million worth of auto spare 
parts annually. Asked to com- 
ment on the minister's statement 
Salameh Al Jundi. association 
secretary, expressed reservations: 
"The margin of profit made on 
spare parts has not changed since 
1979 despite the fact that the 
government recently added taxes 
on imports at a time when the 
Jordanian dinar was devalued 
while the cost of imported items 
increased.” he said. 


‘Overtime pay for broadcasting corporation 
does not rule out financial independence’ 


By Masa Alnl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Tuesday's decision 
by the Council of Ministers to 
grant Radio and TV employees 
an additional thirty per cent of 
their salaries for overtime is not a 
substitute for the corporation's 
financial independence, but a 
step to solve problems connected 
with overtime, according to gov- 
ernment officials. 

Plans have been underw? for 
sometime to separate the broad- 
casting corporation from govern- 


ment bureaucracy to enable it to 
compete with the other media 
channels under the new media 
(aw. Financial independence 
would give the institution a 
chance to compete for better 
equipment and professionals in 
the field. 

A government official said that 
the inr .ease in allowances is seen 
as a temporary measure to com- 
pensate the employees for low 
salaries, and it might be seen as 
an incentive for the employees 
until the new law is passed. He 
said the increase is to be granted 


to two-hundred employees who 
work overtime. It will not, 
however, replace the plan for 
financial independence which is 
expected to be granted to the 
institution in the near future. 

According to officials, the cor- 
poration is one of a number of 
government bodies which are 
working towards financial inde- 
pendence. Electricity Authority 
in the only ex-government body 
to have achieved this aim so far. 
The officials say some sixteen 
government institutions have ap- 
plied for independence. 
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Arabic and English 


Translation from larv 


to language. 


*An elegant ultra-slim light- 
weight body just perfect for 
you 

* An example of up to the mi- 
nute, stale-of-the art computer 
technology. 

* An extensive world capacity in 
both Arabic and English of 
more than 30,000 words care- 
fully selected by linguislic ex- 
perts. 

* A vocabulary with grammatic- 
al guidelines and idioms. 


* A unique, self-programmable 
telephone and address direc- 
lory in Arabic and English- 

* A fuff calculator incorporating 

the four basic mathematical 
functions, a percent toy and 
memory , • ^ _ 

* A warranty for P® r ® c ‘ 1 .RS’ 
jormance and function reliabil- 
ity with every unit 


Sole agent sales: Al Safa Trading Co. 
•a* OfflS' snltfwhK^ IrtVTel-: 826448 
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Chicago, Washington, Miami. Boston, Houston. Montreal. Toronto, 
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tween 92 and 93: 
Happy New Year 


QUEEN ELIZABETH H’s description of 1992 as annas 
borri bolts may have been appropriate not only for her but 
for many around the world. 

For the latter, 1992 ends very much the same way it 
started; Starvation, civil wars, political instability and 
economic hardships. 

In the Middle East, the Palestinian people will mark 
year’s end with images of 415 of their compatriots suffering 
in the freezing terrains of the so-called “no man’s land” in 
southern Lebanon, away from their homes and families and 
subject to the cruelty of an occupation adamant in its 
rejection of their legitimate political, human and national 
rights. 

The expulsion of those accused of being Hamas activists 
by the Israelis provides a striking reflection of the pirn 
reality of life for all Palestinians under Israeli occupation. 
But it must also serve as an incentive for die international 
community to exert all possible effort to end the plight of a 
people that have seen and felt nothing but suffering for 
decades. 

The stalemated Arab-lsraeli peace process could be used 
as a springboard for this purpose, and it can only be hoped 
that 1993 will usher in a new era for this cause. 

More than a year after they began in Madrid last year, 
the negotiations have been deadlocked by Israeli intransi- 
gence and unwillin gness to compromise. All through 1992, 
the work! community issued much rhetoric but did tittle else 
to give the process the momentum it needs. 

Let us further hope that the new year wiD bring an end to 
this unjustifiable complacency that sadly contrasts with 
unprecedented world action towards the conflict in the Gulf 
where thousands of Iraqis are still suffering under crippling 
economic sanctions. 

Except for a glimmer of optimism for Somalia that has 
emerged with the U.S.-led world intervention there, the 
situation in the African continent continued to be an affront 
to humanity all through 1992. Political ambitions joined 
forces with natural disasters to send people into death, 
poverty, diseases and the refugee camps. And despite the 
deaths and the h linger and the killings, the world has 
extended but a reluctant helping band. 

2n Europe, the Serbs are inflicting untold atrocities of 
medieval proportions against the Bosnians and the Croats. 
The carnage against innocent people continued to threaten 
the lives of millions in many republics of the former Soviet 
Union. And there too, there is tittle hope in sight of an end to 
the suffering. 

For us here in Jordan, the year 1992 has been mixed. Our 
people were for a while extremely worried and concerned by 
His Mgjesty the King’s illness, but we have now every 
reason to be happy that that illness is a thing of the past and 
His Majesty will continue to lead our march for a long time 
to come. The economy, ou the other hand, has done well, 
and that is good news for Jordanians, although there is 
much to be done to combat unemployment, poverty and 
gaps in the distribution of wealth. Gaps did appear in oar 
democratization process, specifically the passage of the 
press and publications laws by the Lower House of 
parliament. But gaps exist in all democratic systems, and we 
have to take things in stride between now and then. The 
struggle goes on. 

Happy New Year to all. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


SAWT AJL SHAAB Arabic daily described the Arab Parliamen- 
tary Union (APU) meeting in Amman Tuesday as marking the 
beginning of a ius-. -.. -T .-..-ik erring. The speeches of the 
delegates indicated that the Axao masses and their representatives 
are fully aware of the serious situation in the region as a result of 
continued Israeli repression and the ongoing conspiracies batched 
against the Arabs, said the daily. Prince Hassan's address 
reflected the feelings of the Arab masses and urged the 
parliamentarians to act promptly to save the Palestinians from 
further oppression, said the daily. It said that Prince Hassan 
called on the parliamentarians to seek the help of various 
organisations at all fora to force the Israelis to comply with the 
U.N. ^solutions, describing the expulsion of the 400 Palestinians 
as a oeuwv blow to the peace process. The Prince’s words and the 
positive response to them on the part of the Arab delegates 
reflected some kind of awakening to the reality that only through 
concerted efforts can the Arabs achieve something constructive 
and positive, added the daily. The delegates called for unity of 
ranks and a collective action on the part of the Arab states to 
abort the Israeli conspiracy of mass expelling the Palestinians 
from their homeland, and this is a very favourable development in 
inter-Arab relations, the paper added. The Arab parliamenta- 
rians, said the paper, have succeeded in raising the voice of the 
Arab Nation, demanding justice to be served to the Palestinians, 
but it remains to be seen whether the Arab states will now pursue 
efforts at the various levels to see to it that the aspirations of the 
Arab masses are to be fulfilled. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour urged the government to consider 
Christmas, the new year and Easter as national holidays for the 
country. Arbor Day, Labour Day and other holidays are 
celebrated at the national level in Jordan, but Christian holidays 
are not observed as national holidays despite the fact that Jordan 
has a large Christian community which has its representatives in 
Parliament, said Hamadeh Faraaneh. The writer said that the 
Christian faithful are very dose to the Muslim faithful and this 
closeness ought to prompt the Muslims to share with the 
Christians their religious holidays. Noting that the Jordanian 
banks ail close on the three Christian feasts, the writer said that 
despite the closure, work in the financial sector is not disrupted. 
Celebrating Arbor Day does not mean that the country has turned 
heathen nor does Jordan’s celebration of Labour Day mean (hat 
the Jordanians arc communists, added the writer. 


Yeltsin prepares 
for perilous year 


Oil and vinegar — 
dilemma of a cultural 



By Ralph Boulton 

Reuter 


MOSCOW — Nursing a cold at 
his country retreat. President 
Boris Yeltsin prepares for a 
perilous year that will decide the 
fate of Russia's experiment with 
market reforms. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 61, sounded warn- 
ings in the dosing days of 1992. 
Dramatic words were gauged to 
win political support, but under- 
lying them is genuine fear of an 
uncertain year. 

Opponents are pressing for 
early elections, nationalist mili- 
tancy is rising and the threat of 
mass unemployment, held at bay 
through 1992, must finally be- 
con fronted. 

"Nothing can be more terrify- 
ing than a Russian uprising — 
without reason, without mercy," 
Mr. Yeltsin told deputies, quot- 
ing poet Alexander Pushkin on 
the limits of patience in the Rus- 
sian soul. 

Only last year, hardliners used 
the same line in accusing Mr. 
Yeltsin of leading the country to 
bloody anarchy. 

The desperation and famine 
predicted by opponents when 
Mr. Yeltsin’s economic chief 
Yegor Gaidar freed prices in 
January are absent. In city parks, 
Muscovites skate on the thin ice 
of an unusually warm winter, new 
year trees are bundled through 
the streets, factories wind down 
for the holidays. 

But opponents are dearly not 
dispirited. 

Right-winger Vladimir Zhir- 


inovsky, who advocates a re- 
newed imperial Russian expan- 
sion and reckoning with enemies 
at home, announced at the 
weekend he would stand for the 
influential post of Moscow mayor 
at elections expected in February. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky, handing out 
free tea and cakes at a rally, told 
admirers: “I will... get rid of all 
shop signs in English and remove 
all the filth, pornography and 
violence which reign on the 
streets, in the press and on televi- 
sion." 

He touches on sore points, 
crime — violence, corruption, 
fraud — flourishes. English lan- 
guage advertisements mushroom 
on the streets advertising pro- 
ducts only a privileged minority 
can afford in an alphabet many 
cannot decipher. 


By Yasser Alwan 


IT IS an age-old adage that no 
matter how much you shake 
them, oil and vinegar never 
mix. That is what it is to be an 
Arab-American or an Indian- 
born British citizen or even an 
American-born Arab: a cultu- 1 
ral hybrid. The proportions are 
usually too oily or too sour for 
one culture or the other be- 
cause both western and Arab 
societies suffer from a dis- 
heartening cultural myopia 
that people like me cannot get 
around. 


Mr. Zhirinovsky, who canvas- 
sed deputies in the Kremlin par- 
liamentary lobby this month 
while Russia's leaders fought for 
power in the chamber, came third 
in polls that saw Mr. Yeltsin 
elected president in 1991. His ten 
per cent share of the vote prob- 
ably reflected protest rather than 
genuine support. 

But a good result at Moscow 
polls, the first test of the political 
mood here since the presidential 
election, could raise the tempera- 
ture of Russian politics. The fi- 
gure of Mr. Zhirinovsky may 
not capture the nation, but others 
hold similar ideas. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s mention of a 
“senseless, merciless Russian re- 
bellion" was a warning against 
what could emerge from chaos. 


However strange some 
might find hybrids like myself, 
the Eurocentric conversion of 
non-western peoples is, by 
now, simply a feet of life. 
Indeed, the dislocation of 
Third World peoples, after de- 
cades of intervention by one or 
more of the western powers, 
has become almost a generic 
occurrence. This land of de- 
nouement has, as its genesis, 
the events of die last century, 
when a large portion of the 
world was gangpressed into the 
western orbit. 


dards of behaviour, typically 
perceive only what is wrong in 
these soderits. 

As a result of the imptict or 
explicit comparison of. Arab 
and European cultures, Arabs 
in the West have been com- 
monly judged as “good" or 
“bad.” (This phenomenon is 
masterfully treated in Yoram 
Kaniuk’s novel Confessions of 
a Good Arab). On the other 
hand, the unsustainable defen- 
siveness of the Arab World has 
resulted in the kind of fossil- 
ised perspective and cultural 
asphyxia that distorts our views 
of the West and makes us 
suspicious of western Arabs. 


peans and Americans, and 
they ricficde(d) Arabs.- . *; . 

Another unde of xmneoon-^ 
standy reminds’, me that the. 
lone Israeli information office . 
in Washington, D.G. is rnont 
influential, and nm wito more 
efficiency and dedication -.than - 
the information sections- of afl. 
the 21 Arab embassies com- 
bined. Because Israel has fos- 
tered and nourished, an \enio-\ 
tional attachment between it- 
self and American Jews, these 
people have contributed — for. 
political; reHgjous, cultural, or : 
purely emotional reasons — to’ 
Israel's well being. This plural- 
ity and acceptance of Jews 



Sfuz *Viiioye 


for fun St cure 


The Hist Spa la Ok Cfiddle East based on bet SnDnnns mineral Hater 
of hjgfe mineral Concentration for tire Cure of 
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On Room Rates 
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CHINA HOUSE RESTAURANT 


New year’s eve, Thursday Dec. 31, 1992. 

SPECIAL OFFER 

for only JD 9 per person (including tax & service). 
Come and enjoy our various Chinese DINNER dishes. 
20 KINDS of authentical delicious Chinese food pre- 
pared for you. 

Soft drinks, dessert and hot drinks FREE 
For reservation, please call us now. 

China House Restaurant 
Tel. 667755 

Jabal Al Hussein, Ministry of Trade and Industry Road. 


Such a thorough induction of 
so many into an alien system 
could only have been accom- 
plished with the combination 
of violence and seduction. It 
was rape execute d with pity 
(these people had to be saved 
after all) and Christian dogma, 
with its crusading bent for 
altruism, was used as an initial 
wedge to gain the first entry 
into these foreign cultures. The 
process was not all coercion, of 
course, for some of the heath- 
ens wenr along quite willingly. 

Despite occasional concern 
for their plight, westerners per- 
ceived these peoples through 
the assumptions of their own 
cultures. They routinely char- 
acterised them as cultural 
alternatives of white people 
and rarely as individuals with a 
distinct set of cultural impera- 
tives. The result was inevit- 
able: these peoples were repre- 
sented with only two dimen- 
sions, a good one combining 
the beneficent aspects of na- 
ture with superior European 
cultural attributes, or a bad 
one equating unrestrained na- 
ture with the latent savagery of 
European men. They were 
seen in terms of what they 
might become or what they 
were not — white Christians. 
Or they were not seen at all. at 
least in terms of the cultural 
organisation particular to their 
societies, or in terms of the 
negative impact western con- 
tact had on their cultures. To- 
day, such western attitudes, 
shaped by decades if- not cen- 
turies of ethnocentric stan- 


6 ‘Today, the West’s Arabs are caught 
between the false egalitarianism of one 
system — hypocritically preached and 
inapplicable — against the rigid, if oppress . 
sive, hierarchical system of the other. We 
are caught between an Arab notion of 
preserving tradition that opposes the West- 
ern insistence on progressive invention, the ’ 
pressures from Arab families and those of 
American society. Added to this strnjjgie Is 
the stereotyping which ranges from 
humorously uninformed at best to violently 
abusive at worst.” . 
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Why do too many Arabs 
raised in the West feel un- 
accepted in toe Arab World, 
denied an emotional attach- 
ment that they often actively 
seek? Perhaps they are not 
full-fledged Arabs, not authen- 
tic enough? Or perhaps they 
are seen as a threat with all 
their western ideas and atti- 
tudes? Why is it that my uncle, 
a professor at the U.S. Naval 
Academy, was crudely re- 
jected by the authorities when 
he sought an opportunity to 
teach and contribute to the 
society in which he grew np? 
Do Middle Eastern Arabs feel 
that theirwestem cousins have y 
learned contempt for their own v 
kind in the West? While it is 
true that some Arabs raised in 
the West try to justify the Arab 
World in western terms, many 
others seek a more profound 
understanding of their mother 
culture. What Arabs born and 
bred here must realise is that 
Arabs brought up in the West 
were given toe values of Euro- 


from all walks of life has be- 
come one of the formidable 
strengths of Israel. The Arab 
governments, on the other 
Band, have chosen to ignore 
their most logical allies — 
America's and Europe’s Arabs 
— and instead have sought 
political influence through - 
overpaid advertising and -law 
firms. These shortsighted au- 
thorities have not' yet under- 
stood that western Arabs have 
insight into the West’s political 
and cultural spheres and that 
they would be willing to share 
this knowledge and more with 
a less insulated, more welcom- 
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---ing Arab World. y'^TBdst survive.- - 

Today,* the West’s Arabs are.- . ; ' ■*! 


caught between the false egali- 
tarianism of one system — 
hypocritically preached and in- 
applicable — against the rigid, 
if oppressive, hierarchical sys- 
tem of the other. We are 
caught between an Arab no- 
tion of preserving tradition 
that opposes toe western insist- 
ence on progressive invention. 


The writer, mbaqi-P* 
is a graduate of G e 
University's Centre . 
temporary Arab Sti 
bolds a Master’s degtzn 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 




PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
^ AND , R ESERVATIONS. 
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Tel: 664090 
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it Kals Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 
* Shoes repair it Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 
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6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 621656, Fax 
828163 > 



4 RENT «• SALE 




- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished: 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 
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For further details, 
please call: 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810309 
Fax: 810520 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
’ available 


AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 


Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the PhHadelpiita Hotel 

Tbwartis 3rd circle 


Open daily 

tm -1SM& 1830 -ZX39 


Teh 03-314415 



' CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight > 



&URAI OLS 


The first 6 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 


l st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tafai way b iwWiMi 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tef. 638968 
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Car-Rental 

Pick up-delivery 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
hom at! great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of Ctm 

Prepared by ow 
rw»K» chefs 
Open daily tor 
lunch & dinner 
Tib my anita 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Mnstry of Trade 
& Mu&ial Rd 
TeL 667755 


8:00 - 24:00 



Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Ammarh-now has its own. . 


Q/im 

Towki 


Where you can most exquisite 

Chinese dinner. 


The First Class Hotel in| 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every I 
room-! i 


iauroni 


All chefo^m^e^fog, China 

_ _ ff » 

at Hotel 

Tel. 674295“ or 674TTf *- ext. 6338 


Amman- Tel -668 193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


***+. .4, 
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; Peter Guttridge 

' of 75, Sidney 

js probably the weal- 

■ r. itbor in the world, a 
: : ~ yjonaire with homes 

jjgeles. Palm Springs 
‘■"jdb/J- His novels — 
: : Jem The Other Side 
y ~ light. Bloodline and 
£ The Stars Shine 
> aije translated into 
*\atg£s and sold in 100 
jj^Each one tops the 
Zyttetller lists and sells 
yinSlions. The Other 
^ '.- Midnight has sold 
jillion copies and 

__ V r 

such statistics, 
Oj about his novels' 
qualities seem both 
v-.a nd irrelevant. Face - 
<y«iUi Sheldon, who 
«:• jii m the hallway of 

■ -.jo penthouse apart- 

boug/if from 
Lloyd Webber, you 
■'■■ych questions won't 
t ■■'•wy far. 

.■ ■ jkbey Sheldon is a 
' iia/ interviewee. He 
<jd — ■ tali, broad- 
■ 'id. with a shock of 
‘ ■or, * a slightly pink 
. ; f blazer and maroon 
; dks well A veteran 
of whistle-stop U.S. 
... tours and hundreds 
j. tows, he needs only 
_ .generalised question 
r o off on a string of 
- _ r, amusingly deli- 
I'd well-modulated 

■ with appropriate 
it dramatic effect. 

~~yy charming, and 
anything remotely 
; lf you persist, is 
whence behind his 
s? It is perhaps the 
irity that makes the 
nervous when she 
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accidentally drops a coffee 
spoon on the floor. Sheldon 
stops talking. Silence. ‘ Sor- 
ry. sir." she says in a tiny 
voice. A pause, then Sheldon 
resumes his anecdote with a 
smile. 

But these are slight mo- 
ments in an entertaining 
hour s anecdots from, vou 
remember, a master storytel- 
ler. And what makes Sheldon 
so interesting is the extraor- 
dinary life he led before writ- 
ing novels, encompassing 
poverty in Chicago and New 
York and major successes on 
Broadway and in Hollywood. 
“I was bom in Chicago dur- 
ing the Depression," he be- 
gins. “My father was a sales- 
man who moved around a 
lot. I went to a lot of different 
schools but / was the first one 
in our family to go beyond 
third grade. " 

At first Sheldon dreamed 
of being a songwriter. While 
working as a hat-check atten- 
dant in a hotel in Chicago , 
aged 17, be gave the band- 
leader one of bis songs. The 
man liked it, orchestrated it 
and included it in his reper- 
toire. Excited by this , Shel- 
don persuaded his parents to 
let him go to New York to be 
the next Irving Berlin. 

He got nowhere with the 
music publishers in New 
York, but he did see a lot of 
movies and aspired to the 
lifestyle he saw on the screen. 
Next stop Hollywood, as an 
aspiring scriptwriter. 

“ Naturally , I couldn't get 
past the studio gates, though 
I visited them all. Then some- 
one told me about readers, 
who wrote synopses of books 
for busy producers. I'd just' 
read Of Mice and Men so I 
sent a synopsis to every stu- 
dio. Within three days I had a 
job at Universal." Sheldon 


established a routine: up at 5 
am to write scripts before 
going into Universal to spend 
the day as a reader. The 
scripts were bought by low 
budget “B” picture com- 
panies. At IS, he was an 
. established screenwriter. 

After war service, he and 
co-writer Ben Roberts went 
to New York where they 
were asked to write the script 
for a stage revival of The 
Merry Widow, to be choreog- 
raphed by George Balan- 
chine. It ran for 18 months. 
They had two other hit shows 
running on Broadway at the 
same time. Sheldon was by 
now 25. He hankered after a 
return to Hollywood and 
came up with a script which 
David Selznick bought and 
filmed as The Bachelor And 
The Bobby Soxer. It starred 
Cary Grant and won Sheldon 
the Best Screenplay Oscar for 
1947. 

“ Over the next 12 years I 
wrote scripts for them all — 
Grant, Astaire, Crosby. Judy 
Garland. I was good ' friends 
with Grant, whom I later 
directed. " His screenplays in- 
cluded Easter Parade, Annie 
Get Your Gun and Anything 
Goes. By the time he left 
,MGM to join the nascent 
television industry, he was 
also a producer/director. 

In television he plugged 
straight into the mainstream, 
creating four long-running 
television series, including 
Hart To Hart and I Dream 
Of Jeannie. He moved into 
novel writing in the late six- 
ties when he had an idea for a 
story that he could not see 
working on the screen. The 
Naked Face was turned down 
by five different publishers. 
When it was eventually pub- 
lished it won an Edgar Allan 
Poe award and sold 17.000 


copies. His agent was very- 
pleased. “I said, excuse me 
but I've had a show on the air 
for five years watched by 20 
million people a week. I'm 
not thrilled with 17,000. 1 
made no money on the book 
but 1 hud such a wonderful 
sense of freedom. So I wrote 
the next one with no expecta- 
tions. " He pauses deliberate- 
ly. “That was The Other Side 
Of Midnight and it changed 
my whole life." 

The Ofber Side Of Mid- 
night has as its main charac- 
ter a strong, beautiful woman 
who struggles against all the 
odds to move from rags to 
riches. She is a Shcldonian 
archetype, and reappears in 
some form as the main char- 
acter in all of his fiction. “1 
like women who are strong 
but retain their femininity 
he says. “I have met so many 
women like that. People like 
Sherry Lansing (the Holly- 
wood film producer ). my first 
wife Jorja (who died) — and 
.Alexandra, my second wife. ” 
(Alexandra, a former child 
actress, is sitting at the other 
end of the table, a beautiful 
but disconcertingly silent wit- 
ness to the interview). 

Women make up 60 per 
cent of his readers. Another 
fan is the U.S. President- 
elect, who has just sent Shel- 
don a note — signed Bill — 
thanking him for his latest 
book and saying how much 
he was looking Forward to 
reading it once he had a little 
more spare time. For such 
readers Sheldon works non- 
stop. with his next three 
books already mapped out. 
Admittedly, much of this 
work involves travelling 
around the world with Alex- 
andra doing background re- 
search on the glamorous lifes- 
tyles his characters usuallv 


\ 



Sidney Sheldon 

end up leading. Even so. why 
doesn't he retire? “Writing is 
my life. I go down to Palm 
Springs to relax, by the third 
day I'm restless. 1 want to go 
back ro work. When" I 
finished The Stars Shine 
Down. / told ail my friends I 
was taking a year off. They 
bet me / wouldn't. I paid out 
over $3,000. “ 

The kind of drive he has 
exhibited in his life would, in 
his fiction, relate to some 
childhood unhappiness or 
trauma. He isn't about to 
reveal anything like that ab- 
out himself, although there is 
perhaps a hint when he talks 
about his parents. “Mv 
mother. Natalie, was remark- 
able. She wasn't creative but 
she loved to read. And she 
worked, selling dresses in 
Chicago, until she died, aged 
75." 

Was his father proud of 
him? Sheldon pauses, though 
not this time for dramatic- 


effect. “My father was diffe- 
rent — / don’r know how ro 
describe him. He was proud 
of my success. When Jeannie 
was on he told me all his 
friends liked the show. But 
he wasn’t around too much. 
He moved around a lot." 

He then tells a story abour 
his first piece of published 
writing. “When I was 10. I 
wrote a poem and asked my 
father to send it to a kid's 
magazine I used to read. He 
sent it under my uncle's name 

— I think my father was 
afraid they might reject it and 
it might somehow reflect on 
him. ” 

That's the nearest he com- 
es to any personal revela- 
tions. Perhaps he is saving 
them for his autobiography, 
scheduled as the book after 
next. How long does he anti- 
cipate it will take? He gives 
an avuncular smile. "Well, 
it’s taken me 75 years so far 

— The Independent. 
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rides again in Russia’s Mongol corner 




‘ antes Flannery 

- Reuter 

DE, Russia — Rus - . 
1 id Mongol warlord 
.. Khau ■ as a blood- 
re, but in this re- 
?Zitory ■ some people 
^ jhn as a hero, 
dls at the airport 
Durable new biog- 
f the 13th century 
bo united north 
~*<ting Mongol tribes 
^powerful nation, 
-;*iU in its path. 

; tribute couldn’t 
-seWhere in Russia . 
jjbiis Khan conquest 
Mans left a perma - 
*.on their national 
jfct this . is Mongol 


country. 

He wins acclaim from 
Buryat Mongols , Siberia’s 
largest indigenous commun- 
ity, in Buryatia , a self-ruling 
republic in thq Russian Fed- 
eration. 

Buryats, a tough race de- 
scended from the mongols 
whose " golden horde ” cre- 
ated the world’s greatest land 
empire , are now swamped by 
European Russians in their 
homeland, once an area 
tightly closed to foreigners 
because of its strategic posi- 
tion. 

But after decades of Com- 
munist suppression , the spirit 
of Genghis Khan has sur- 
faced again, along with a 
revival of the Buryats’ native 


language. 

The Buryats not only 
occupy part of his homeland 
but also claim to be ancestors 
of Attila the Hun , whose 
forces rampaged through 
fifth century Europe. 

Honour paid to Genghis 
Khan, whose mother was 
born in this region, feeds 
long-dormant pan-Mongol 
nationalist sentiment, tradi- 
tionally distrusted by Russian 
and Chinese rulers. 

The Mongols are too scat- 
tered for any resurgence. 
Some are in this mountainous 
southeast comer of Russia, 
some in Outer Mongolia , 
once a Russian-influenced 
state which has now cast off 
communism , and others in 


Chinese-ruled Inner Mon- 
golia. 

History books " are being 
rewritten to acknowledge the 
nation-building achievements 
of Genghis Khan, no longer 
portrayed simply as a feudal 
non-person or mass killer. 

Buryat Mongols , once 
nomadic herd-grazers, form 
only a quarter of the repub- 
lic's one million population 
and in Ulan-Ude they com- 
prise only 12 per cent of the 
citizens. 

"He is held here in con- 
siderable respect," said tour 
guide Tatanya Tivanenko 
.whose European Russian 
ancestors migrated to Siberia 
as 17th century pioneers. 

"On occasion there is some 


racial tension, but in my ex- 
perience this is always caused 
by the Europeans. The 
Buryats are quiet, reserved, 
polite people." 

Philosophy teacher Mari- 
na. a Buddhist, said: “I was 
surprised to find so much 
professional equality when I 
came from St Petersburg. 
Some Buryat > scientists are 
senior to Europeans. ” 

But Dmitri, a 20-year-old 
security guard, disagreed. 

“ Russians 77 per cent. 
Buryats 23 per cent and that’s 
how it should be. 

“1 am a racist," he de- 
clared. “ I don't like the yel- 
low people.”' 

Buryats fiercely resisted 
the Russian invasion of their 


homeland, but are now rus si- 
fted and muted about their 
heritage. 

Two fur-hatted militiamen 
(police) grinned and gave a 
thumbs-up approval signal 
when asked about the Mon- 
gol leader but they refused to 
say a word. 

This is not the exotic place 
3 romantic traveller might ex- 
pect, but a hilly city of factor- 
ies and drab apartment 
blocks. The main square is 
dominated by a grotesquely- 
buge bust of Lenin, the size 
of a substantial building 

It's the world’s biggest rep- 
resentation of Lenin’s bead 
and almost certainly pre- 
empts any attempts to create 
a rival heroic statue. 


A global sampling of cultural events 


By the Associated Press 

. i £K^fiTms, books and on stage , cultural happenings 
globe made headlines in 1992. 

of classics presented in new settings 
gpSU Midsummer Night’s Dream was staged in 
Britain, for instance, and another time iq the 
of Brazil. 

HLijisD a revealing year for some superstars - 
M&bestselling, bare-all book Sex created a sensa- 
Wmchael Jackson brought his Dangerous concert 
ma mania. 

E impacted on some arts, too. a ^outn 
was arrested for his sexually explicit 

ter of noteworthy events as seiected by 
. ^ correspondents: 

IfiLTwo of television’s most popular shows were 
iGpfta Have Guts , a soap opera whose heroine is 
ty-nasty in-laws, and I Always Liked You, a drama 
se ultimate mama s boy that illustrated the mother 
:** afflicting many Japanese men. Madonna s Sex 
ShOOO copies even , though the publisher retouched 
' to black out make genitals 
^ Three movies by renowned director Zhang 
iez? released domestically for the first time. Two 
rihdonnees Judou and Raise The Red Lantern — **. 
in banned because of their sexual themes and 
suspicion that the elderly villains in them were 
: of China’s leaders. 

ED STATES. The Silence Of The Lambs’* swept 
ar awards,- winning Best Movie. ^j Actorfor 
V Hopkins, Best Actress for 
’for Jonathan Demme. 

McCarthy won top novel m the National Book 
.and a major Matisse exhibit came to ™wYork 
Cole won the Grammy for best record for 


Unforgettable, first recorded by her late father. Nat King 
Cole. 

CANADA. Michael Ondaatje’s The English Patient was 
named co-winner of Britain ’s Booker Prize for Literature. 
The musical. Kiss Of The Spider Woman, based on the 
movie and book, had its world premier in Toronto. 

BRITAIN. Actress Glenda Jackson forsook the stage for 
politics, winning the north London district of Hampstead, 
home of actors and literati, for the opposition Labour 
Party. Miranda Richardson confirmed her standing as 
Britain's most versatile young actress with performances in 
the Glms Damage, Enchanted April and The Crying Game. 
“ Canadian director Robert Lepage divided British critics 
with his National Theatre staging of Midsummer Night’s 
Dream in a mudbatb. 

IRELAND. Director Neil Jordan made The Crying 
Game, a romantic-thriller with a startling twist. One of its 
stars. Stephen Rea, created a stir in New York, where he 
made his Broadway debut in fellow Irishman Frank 
McGuinness’s Someone Who’ll Watch Over Ale. 

GERMANY. The satirical movie Schtonk, about the 
1983 sale of fake Hitler diaries to Stem magazine, directed 
by Helmut Diet I and starring Goetz George , drew’ rave 
reviews. 

SWITZERLAND. Switzerland lost a major art attrac- 
tion with the exodus to Spain of the Thyssen Domemisza 
Collection of Lugano, one of the world’s most important 
holdings of priceless paintings. 

GREECE. Twenty-two masterpieces of classical sculp- 
ture that had never before left-Greece went on tour in the 
United States to commemorate the 2,500th anniversary' of 
the founding of democracy in ancient Athens. 

HUNGARY. Yoko Ono and her Hungarian boyfriend . 
Samuel Havadtoey, opened an art gallery in Budapest 
called “Galena 56, in memory of the abortive 1956 
anti-Communist revolt. 


ROMANIA. Michael Jackson’s Dangerous concert 
overshadowed a general election and attracted 70.000 fans 
to a Bucharest stadium more accustomed ro Communist 
parades. 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES. Eleven expatriate Indi- 
ans in the southern emirate of Sharjah were sentenced to 
six years in jail for blasphemy in connection with a play 
called the Corpse Eating Ants. In it. men of religion feed 
on their faith, depicted by ants eating bodies representing 
fathers of the Muslim. Christian and Jewish faiths. 

BRAZIL. The highlight of the theatre season, pegged to 
the Earth Summit, was j critically acclaimed adaptation of 
Midsummer Night's Dream set in the Amazon jungle,' 
starring Brazilian TV star Lucelia Santos and directed by 
Germany’s Werner Herzog. 

SOUTH KOREA. Ala Kwang-Soo. a literature professor 
who advocates free love, was arrested for refusing to 
remove obscene material from one of his books. A TV 
series about Japanese colonial rule was a hit. recalling the 
“comfort women ” who were forced to sene as sex slaves 
for Japanese soldiers. 

EGYPT. Aluslim fundamentalism increasingly inftltrated 
the enterthinment industry as more and more actresses and 
belly dancers donned the veil and gave up their careers. 

ISRAEL. War hero Afoshe Dayan’s son Assi gained 
attention with a movie that slams Israel's military brass as 
brutal louts. The film. Life According To Agfa, hailed by 
critics as an honest examination of the underside of Israel’s 
establishment, shows a day at a Tel Aviv pub that ends in 
tragedy when a group of army officers go wild. 

HONG KONG. Hundreds of actors, directors and 
production staff marched to police headquarters to demand 
security from gangsters, who pressure moviemakers to pay 
protection money and give acting jobs to thugs in triad- 
financed Glms. The protest didn't prevent the gangland 
killings of two producers. 



Shifting Lines in The Sand: Kuwait’s elusive 
frontier with Iraq 

By David H. Finnie 
I.B. Tauris. London 1992, £29.95 

Amongst the worries of some people about the justification 
of the war against Iraq in 1990 w’as an uneasy notion that 
Kuwait, a rich desert comer of the Gulf adjoining the 
province of Basra, was historically and legally part of Iraq 
in any case. The author, a lawyer and business consultant, 
tells us that he was challenged to investigate the claim. 

"The boundaries of Kuwait principality. " according to 
the “ inexhaustible " Lorimer's Gazetteer' (1905). “are for 
the most pan fluctuating and undefined.” So it is not 
surprising that an "uneasy relationship" prevailed for ages 
between Kuwait and its neighbours. Negotiations, conven- 
tions. agreements and disagreements succeeded one 
another: and probably made things worse. ” Finnie careful- 
ly records and objectively examines the relevant proceed- 
ings, from the beginning of the rule of the House of Sabah 
in Ottoman times, about the middle of the ISth century, to 
the "agreed minutes between the state of Kuwait and the 
Republic of Iraq " in 1963, including the interventions of 
the British on both sides throughout the period to 1971. 

Although not uncritical of “Whitehall deception" on 
occasion, he concludes that at least since 1963 " Iraq has 
had no viable basis for a claim that Kuwait is part of Iraq:" 
adding that “ there is — there must be — some rich 
admixture of miscalculation, of megalomania, perhaps of 
obsessive Fanaticism, underlying Saddam Hussein's rash 
and disastrous excursion in the summer of 1990." 

The fact is surely that in the Ba'thist view, spelt out by an 
earlier Iraqi president quoted by Finnie himself. “ the 
Kuwait affair is a purely Arab question. It concerns only 
the Arabs. There is only one Arab nation , not several." 

But in the 20th century, when we all live in national states, 
this really will not do. In 1963 Kuwait became the 111th 
state of the United Nations — Middle East International. 
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Smokescreen: The Media , The Censors, The 
Gulf 

By Alex Thomson 

Spellmount, Tunbridge Wells. England 1992, £10.95 

The great loser from the Gulf war in the West was the 
media. Under the system for controlling and organising 
foreign journalists in Saudi Arabia which was instituted by 
the allied forces in the muJtinational coalition, the instan- 
taneous facility of the modern electronic media for 
transmitting information was more than matched by official 
emertise at obscuring and controlling access to the facts. 
/4exander Thomson, who is reporter for Channel Four 
News, was one of the victims of what turned out to be an 
extremely effective system of censorship and has now 
written an ironic description of how it was done. 

The irony resides in the fact that the systems for media 
control created in the Gulf were originally intended , in 
part, to deal with the colossal body of complaints which 
emerged after the Falklands war. Then the British Ministry 
of Defence was seen to be obstructive and information 
emerged days after the events largely from unhelpful 
official briefings in London. The new system, which was a 
hybrid between the lessons supposedly learnt from the 
Falklands experience and the restrictions placed on British 
freedom of action by the fact that America was the senior 
partner in the Gulf war and by Saudi anxieties over 
excessive freedom of movement for foreign journalists, was 
supposed to overcome these difficulties. For the Pentagon 
and its commanders in the Geld, the primary objective was 
to avoid the embarrassments caused to the military in 
Vietnam, while responding to the insatiable American 
appetite for immediacy in supplying news. 

The reality was rather different. Quite apart from the 
inevitable confusion imposed by these conflicting objec- 
tives, many of the military personnel involved in the 
brieGng process and in the infamous “pool” arrangements 
seemed to be more concerned to rigorously limit, rather 
than facilitate, the journalistic process. The Saudi author- 
ities added to the confusion by trying to penalise journalists 
who attempted to break free from the constraints imposed 
upon them. Some journalists, too, unconsciously aided the 
process of official obfuscation because of their lack of 
expertise in military and Middle East affairs. The result was 
uncritical and ill-informed reporting which fitted comfort- 
ably into official preferences. 

Thomson describes the consequences of the system by 
two exampfes. The first is the surprise Iraqi attack on 
Khafji . at the coastal end of the Saudi-Kuwait border, 
which the military hierarchy tried to portray as a minor 
irritation, rather than the major surprise that it turned out 
to be. The second was the whole issue of the way in which 
the military minders tried to hold journalists back from 
participating in the rush into Kuwait City — the one time 
when the system completely broke down. He also points 
out and analyses the confusion caused by the confficiing 
statistics provided by the military • command which did 
much to sanitise the war. His study is useful and insightful, 
and a journalist's guide as to what to avoid in the future. It 
is a pity that he has been let down by his copy editor — 
Middle East International. 

George Ioffe 
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Asian theatre director opens new lines of 



By Max De Lotbuiiere 


LONON — When flute-play- 
ing, fortune hunter Ranjha 
sets eyes on the renowned 
Heer. it must be the oddest 
staging of love at first sight in 
the theatre. Ranjha is about 
to be rudely awakened with a 
sharp kick from Heer. but he 
springs up and catches her by 
die foot. Instead of getting 
tossed headlong . love strikes 
— and the two are frozen for a 
moment in a balletic embrace 
of foot and hand. The play is 
Heer Ranjha, a Punjabi story 
of star-crossed lovers as 
familiar in india and Pakistan 
as Romeo and Juliet is in the 
West, but it is also a pretext 
for director Jatinda Verma to 
stretch even further his con- 
cept of what theatre is all 
about. Having won fame in 
the United Kingdom and 
abroad for his challenge of 
traditional theatre, Verma 
has created a spectacle that 
keeps the audience off ba- 


lance. yet connected to what 
is going on on the stage. 

In England, where the pro- 
duction is currently touring, 
even audiences who know the 
story are encountering much 
that is new: The simplistic 
love story portrayed in 
numerous Indian films has 
been turned into an innova- 
tive theatrical spectacle pre- 
sented by the U.K.’s best- 
known Asian theatre com- 
pany, Tara Arts, founded 
and directed by Verma. The 
meeting of the two lovers 
follows Ranjha’s not- 
altogether-convincing search 
for a fortune, a cocky charac- 
ter. he first falls out with his 
brothers after their father’s 
death and then sets off. con- 
vinced that luck will come his 
nay. Like the whole play, 
this is staged with a rich mix 
of song, dance . comic opera 
and prose. Verma has trans- 
lated and adapted the pro- 
duction from the 19th century 
tale by Punjabi poet Vans 


Shah. 

The character that drives 
the play and commands the 
lovers’ destiny is Heer. This 
woman , as Verma points out , 
is the folk hero of the Punjab, 
and he takes advantage of 
this to challenge the Asian 
public's preconception . while 
non-Asians keep wondering 
at the way Verma mixes lan- 
guages. Punjabi lines break 
into the play in songs . dia- 
logue and jokes, and English 
is spoken in a variety of 
accents — from Indian to 
Cockney. Verma has created 
a play that is as much a 
spectacle for the ears as the 
eyes. 

The company he estab- 
lished in the mid-1970s, 
which started out performing 
in community centres and 
schools, has come a long way. 
but it has not forgotten the 
principles on which it was 
founded. Verma calls it a 
“twin-pronged stance" — to 
look out to the wider issues of 



the Asian experience in the 
U.K. and to look in. turning a 
critical eye on themselves and 
their community. Another 
goal is to reach out to non- 
Asian audiences. The com- 
pany is “in the process of 
wanting to communicate . " 
Verma pointed out in a re- 
cent interview. 

Bom in East Africa to Pun- 
jabi Hindu parents, Verma 
arrived in the U.K. in 196S at 
the age of 14 and with a 
university degree. It was the 
murder of a young Asian in 
London that awakened in 
him the desire to confront 
racism and explore the im- 
migrant experience through 
theatre. In the 15 years that 
followed, Tara has staged 
more than 40 productions. In 
1990. Verma became the first 
Asian director invited to 
stage a play at the U.K. s 
National Theatre. He fol- 
lowed up his version of 
Moliere's Tartu ffe with an 
adaptation of the 7th century 
Sanskrit play. The Little Clay 
Cart, in 1992. 


interesting about that expert 
ence he explained , “was 
that it forced us to realise that 
the way in which we were 
deriving meaning was 
through things that we often. 
Forget about when we depend 
on language alone — like 
rhythm, tone, intonation , in- 
flection and gesture.” Verma 
was letting his actors get an 
understanding of how the au- 
dience would feel when con- 
fronted by an unknown lan- 
guage in the play. 


hew show to a Japanese audi- 
ence when itr gdes to Tokyo 
next February. 

The need for the type of 
cultural encounter that Js 
Tara’s, trademark is , Verma . 
believes, more important in 
the U.K. now than ever. He 
sees a trend toward cultural 
isolation. U J think we in Bri- 
tain have taken a step back in 
terms of muiticultuxalism. 


As an example, Mr. Verma 
points out a vulgar line in 
Punjabi, sung in a comic 
opera scene. For the benefit 
of the non-Punjabi speaker s, 
it is followed by a line giving 
the English translation. 


Verma is a handsome man. 
and his thick, black beard, 
Jong black leather coat and 
dark clothes give him a 
dramatic air. He is not reti- 
cent about his work and talks 
easily. Yet. in spite of his 
achievements and success, he 
does not seem ready to enjoy 
them. His excitement and en- 
thusiasm for anything con- 
nected to the theatre is para- 
mount. 


"What tending to happen on 
that first line." he said, "is 
that there’s both an instant 
recognition from one seg- 
ment of the audience and an 
alienation from the rest. IPs 
simple. If you're sitting next 
to someone who's laughing, 
you ask yourself, 'what’s he 
laughing at? Why aren't I 
into this?’" Maybe alterna- 
tion is too strong a word for 
it, but there is a moment of 
frisson. By the second line, 
people are beginning to make 
contact. There is at least as 
much dialogue going on be- 
tween members of the audi- 
ence as there is between the 
audience and actors. That, I 
think, is very necessary." 


There is a kind of retrench- 
ment. For example , we have 
seen in the theatre this year a 
resurgence of the classic, En- 
glish Edwardian “drawing 
room" play. It's almost as if 
the theatre is trying to say , 
‘We need to assert our En- 
glishness in these tunes when, 
everyone else is asserting 
their distinctions We don't 
really have cross-fertilisation . 
in any meaningful sense. 


What worries me is that we 
are sowing the seeds for sepa- 
rate homeland in our cultural 
landscape." 


David Tss (BSaaajha) and SheBcy 
King (Heer) star in Heer Ranjha, a 
Punjabi story about star-cro s sed 


lovers as familiar in India and 
Pakistan as Romeo and Jniiet is in 
the West. 


His current project starred 
during a two-month trip to 
Pakistan and India, where he 
discovered the Heer Ranjha 
story. There he recruited two 
Indian actors, Bhageerathi 
Bai and Nirmal Chadra Pan - 
dey, and a musician, Gouran- 
ga Choudhry, to join the cast. 
On the first day of rehearsals. 
Verma asked each actor to 
act out a presentation in his 
or her own language. The 
rest of the cast then had to 
piece together the meaning of 
the presentation. “ What was 


Verma is reminded of the 
public’s reaction to his pro- 
duction of Tartu ffe. "It was 
always the same. In the first 
15 minutes, people were liter- 
ally saying to themselves, 
'What is this? I came to see a 
French play and this is Urdu 


Verma uses the civil war in 
Yugoslavia as an example of 
why Heer Ranjha is relevant 
today. "There neighbours ace 
turning into blood enemies, 
and it seems to -me t bat the 
biggest challenge we face, not 
just in the West but across 
the world , is of people cros- 
sing boundaries, of borders 
becoming fluid. There is a 
need to reassert that certain 
kinds of basic emotions are 
necessary arid more impor- 
tant than national bound- 
aries. But the irony of this- 
story is that it ends like 
Romeo and Juliet — with the 
death of the lovers, which 
almost seems to suggest that 
really these encounters across 
the borders are not possible. ” 
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Jatinda Verma, ftwnder and artistic ^JiKf 1 t< - ~ wer 
of . on* of Ham UJC’s most hmovatira tfreat ; .7 
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slant to ■ bis produ c t ions 7;^; ‘ 


being spoken,' but they 
emerged out of the theatre 


having become involved with 
the play." In the U.K.. the 
cultural mix of audiences will 
vary from community to com- 
munity, but Verma is particu- 
larly looking forward to the 
challenge of presenting the 


Although Heer Ranjha is 
in the end a tragedy , thanks 
to Heeris strength of charac- 
ter the tragedy never seems 
inevitable. A jealous family 
may divide the lovers and 
force Heer into marriage , but 
she cannot be broken, and 
she wins back Ranjha. 


Though death does finally 
- come, it's- not through de- 
“spair but through deception . 
and murder. 

One of Verma’s next pro- 
jects is to stage a production 
of Homer 'a Odyssey in Au-. 
stralia with Aboriginal Au- 
stralian and Asian actors. But 
it is not a move away from 
the U.K . “ The impression I 
don't want to give is that I 
despair of Britain 'and that l 
am now looking outside. The 
Australian project represents 
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By Michael Miller 

Reuter 


LOS ANGELES — Batman 
returned, Johnny Carson left , 
and Hollywood flexed its 
political muscles like never 
before. 

Such was the year in which 
box office records were 
broken, NBC was toppled by 
CBS in the television ratings 
battle, and Vice-President 
Dan Quayle incurred the' 
wrath of the entertainment 
industry. 

1 • The success story of the 

i year was the Warner Bros 

! movie Batman Returns, 

which brought in $46.5 mil- 


lion during its first weekend, 
setting a new record fora film 
opening. By December , the 
picture had taken in $162.8 
million in the United States 
alone. 


The previbus opening 
weekend record was $ 42.7 
million held by the first Bat- 
man in 1989. 

Batman Returns, which 
cost $55 million to make , was 
one of the few big-budget 
films released in 1992 as Hol- 
lywood continued to tighten 
its belt. 


The new philosophy in the 
motion picture industry 
argues that a low or moderate 


budget movie can often pro- 
duce better returns on a per- 
centage basis than those 
made on mega-budgets. 

The idea was introduced in 
a controversial 1991 internal 
memo by Jeffrey Katzenberg, 
chairman of Walt Disney Stu- 
dios. He criticised the movie 
industry's “ tidal wave of run- 
away costs and mindless com- 
petition ” and chastised his 
own company for making the 
big-budget, low-profit Dick 
Tracy. 

Mr. Katzenberg’s views 
were vindicated this year with 
two Disney winners. The 
Hand That Rocks The Cradle 
and Sister Act. both moder- 


ate budget films. 

Disney is now Hollywood’s 
economic trendsetter , 
according to entertainment 
industry analyst Chris Dixon. 


“In 1992, Disney im- 
plemented the concept that 
was outlined by Mr. Katzen- 
berg in his infamous memo, 
and clearly this was the year 
that saw the results of that 
strategy bear enormous 
bruits. 


“(Disney) was the only 
studio that grossed $500 mil- 
lion in the film line, and 
that's a record for the indus- 
try.” Mr. Dixon told Reu- 
ters. 


The other studio that did 
well was Warner Bros, which 
in additon to Batman Re- 
turns, bad Clint Eastwood in 
The (Jnforgiven. proving that 
cowboy movies can still 
work. 

“The Unforgiven also gar- 
nered the first of the annual 
awards Hollywood will hand 
out over the coming months. 
It was voted best movie of 
1992 by the Los Angeles Film 
Critics' Association. 

Warner Bros also had 
“ Lethal Weapon U, Passen- 
ger 57 and Under Siege. 

Towards the end of the 
year the people at Fox Stu- 
dios were also smiling as 


Home Alone 2, Lost In New 
York took in $100 million in 
its first 24 days. The original 
took 33 days to reach that 
mark. 


In television, Johnny Car- 
son, king of the late night talk 
shows , quit NBC’s The 
Tonight Show after 30 years 
at the helm, setting off a 
ratings war the surprise win- 
ner of which was ABC news- 
man Ted Koppet. 


In the overall network rat- 
ings war, CBS pushed NBC 
out of the top spot it had 
enjoyed for several years. 
NBC dropped to third, be- 
hind ABC. 


The most talked-about 
show in 1992 was the CBS 
sitcom, Murphy Brown , the 
target of Mr. Quayle's 
“family values” attack dur- 
ing the presidential election 
campaign. . 

Mr. Quay/e incurred the 
wrath not only of the enter- 
tainment industry, but single 
mothers throughout America 
when he criticised the show’s 
lead character, played by 
Candice Bergen, far choosing 
to have a baby out of wed- 
lock. 

The industry got its own 
back during the August tele- 
vision Emmy Awards, as star 
after star lambasted and 
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poked fun at the vice* 
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Casablanca 1992: 
Jay it again, Hratch * 




By Terri l Jones 
The Associated Press 


CA SA BLAN CA . Morocco 
— From the looks of the dim 
bar in Casablanca, you 'd ex- 
pect to look up and see Hum- 
phrey Bogart sen ing drinks 
under the gaze of Ingrid 
Bergman. 

Fifty ' years after Warner 
Bros. released “Casabl- 
anca, ” among the most en- 
during and popular films in 
cinema history, the legend 
lives on in this watering hole 
on Morocco’s western coast. 


Much like Rick's Cafe 
Americainof the film, beg-' 
\gars and pickpockets thrive 
Outside the Casablanca bar, 
i?V comer of the Hvatr Hotel 
in downtown Casablanca. 

Biif inside its not Sam , the 
black\ piano player, who 
croons ‘as time goes by” but 
a Lebanese named Hratch 
who sings in 14 languages — 
including Japanese. 

Movie posters of Bogart as 
hard-boiled but sentimental 
cafe owner Rick , Bergman as 


his ex- lover I Isa and Paul 
Henreid as stoic but dedi- 
cated resistance leader Victor 
Laszlo cover the walls. 

The waiters and bartenders 
are dressed as Bogart in the 
film's celebrated final scene. 
in trench coats and fedoras, 
or as French police captain 
Louis Renault. 

‘‘ft’s kind of fun, with all 
the people dressed up,” said 
John Shanahan, an attorney 
from Rose/and, New Jersey. 
“It ’s in character — the wai- 
ter’s a seriously unfriendly 
Frenchman . " 

Casablanca isn’t quite the 
den of espionage, intrigue 
and gambling the film evokes 
but a dusty port city of 3 
million people, home to 
Morocco’s textile, car parts 
and construction industries. 

“There’s no similarity ; the 
movie was filmed entirely in a 
studio,” says Abidul Rahim 
Daoudi, Casablanca's direc- 
tor of tourism. “But if had an 
enormous impact. Every day, 
somewhere in the world, it’s 
shown. ...It's an excellent 
publicity aid.” 


The cynical mystique of 
Bogart and the beauty and 
heartbreak of Bergman torn 
between two lovers has 
added ro the enduring appeal 
of the film, which premiered 
on Thanksgiving Day, 1942 
after being shot in little more 
than nine weeks. 

“ It's also a favorite subject 
for cinema trivia buffs and 
the source of some of Holly- 
wood’s most memorable 
lines. 

Bogart’s “ Here's looking 
at you. kid " comes out as 
anything from “good luck to 
you” in the Brazilian version 
to “here’s to the public of 
your eyes " in Japanese. 

Restaurants and bars 
around the world have mod- 
eled themselves on the film, 
from Tel Aviv’s Casablanca 
Bar and Rick’s Cafe in 
Frankfurt to Bogey's Bar in 
Tokyo and two pubs called 
Bogart’s in Portland , 
Oregon. 

The Hyatt threw a 50th 
anniversary party in Novem- 
ber, flying the British winner 
of a trim contest (example: 


" What was Usa's maiden 
name, mentioned only once 
in the film?” Answer: 
"Lund") to Casablanca for 
the bash. 


Piano player Hratch is be- 
sieged by requests to play “as 
time goes by,” up to five 
times a night. "Sometimes 
they don't even know the 
name of the song, they just 
say. 1 play it again. Sam'," he 
says in his obligingly raspy 
voice. “ The Japanese ask me 
to play ‘the Humphrey 
Bogart song.” 

Most cinema fans know 
that Rick never actually said, 
“play it again. Sam.” The 
phrase nevertheless lives on, 
as does the debate over whether 
lisa really loved Rick and was 
just pretending with Victor 
Laszlo , who in any case got 
the girl. 


" There’s the theory that if 
she had gone with Rick, the 
film wouldn't have stood the 
test of time,” says Fiona 
Atkinson, the British trivia 
winner. “It's all the human 
sacrifice of love.” 
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By John Follain 
Reuter 


LONDON — When William 
Shakespeare put a piay on. 
people chatted by the stage, 
hawkers sold nuts and bottled 
beer throughout the perform- 
ance, and much of the audi- 
ence were on their feet. 


Today's Londers are spoilt 
by the plush armchairs of the 
West End's theatreland. 
Even whispering is frowned 
on. 

But nearly four centuries 
alter the Bard’s death, they 
are to sample the boisterous 
setting he wrote far and acted 
in. 

The playwright's greatest 
stage, the wooden Globe 
Theatre, is being rebuilt 
across the River Thames 
from St. Paul’s Cathedral, a 
few metres from the original 
site. 


to bankside to be entertained 
— in four theatres, in bull- 
and bear-baiting rings , cock- 
fighting pits, and in brothels. 

Today, office blocks and 
warehouses flank tthe New 
Globe. Nearby in 1613, a 
spark fired from a cannon on 
stage burnt down the original 
playhouse during a perform - . 
ance of Henry VIII. 

So far, just two of the 20 
sections planned — 17-metre 
(41 foot) high oak frames 
fitted with a thatched roof 
that will encircle the central 
piazza — tower over the 
Thames. 

■ But by the 429th 
anniversary of Shakespeare s 


birth next April, enough of 

ill I 


It was at the Globe, the 
most successful of the thriv- 
ing bankside theatres in 
Shakespeare’s heyday, that 
the first performances of 
Hamlet, Othello and Mac- 
beth were seen. 

In the 16th and early 17th 
centuries Londoners flocked 


the bays will be up to host 
several hundred people for 
the first performance in the 
timber-frame replica. 

■ u I want the audience to be 
more boisterous than they 
usually are — the way they 
were in Shakespeare’s time, ” 
said American actor and film 
director Sam Wanamaker , 
who has struggled to build 
the New Globe since the late 
1940s. 

Unveiling his plans for the 
celebration, he said he bad 
chosen Germany's Bremer 


Shakespeare Company to be 
the first to take to the Globe 
stage, playing The Merry 
Wives Of Windsor. 

“ This is a very funny play 
and the German company 
has five men playing all the 
parts, including the women 
— that's very Shakespearean. 
We want to recreate the 
acting of the time , with day- 
light and in the open air," 
said 70-year-old Wanamaker. 

The actors will have no 
staged lighting, no elaborate 
set designs , and only live 
sound effects. There will be 
standing-room-only for a 
third of the spectators. 

The audience will be the 
key factor in recreating the 
Elizabethan atmosphere, said 
Andrew Gurr, professor of 
English at Reading Universi- 
ty and a consultant for the 
Globe [object. 

** Having people on their 
feet doesn’t make far the 
most settled conditions. Add 
the hawkers moving around 
with apples, nnts and bottled 
beer, and it'll be quite a test 
for the actors. 

“Elizabethans had a com- 
pletely different mentality 
and- expectations. Theatre 
^ was the onfy entertainment in 
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The magic of the Notebook 


By Jean-CIaude Ettas 

, today’s small and powerful Persona I Computers 
which used to accomplish so many different tasks at 
„mc or in the office, one finds it difficult to remember 
\tiginal size of the very first computer, and the purpose 
1 were primarily designed for. 
tfzin the forties ; the first electronic computer had very 
! to dp with the PC we know. To start with, its size was 
0c. ft occupied all of the SO square metres of a large 
^Lfioor and its processing capabilities were but a 
% of modem computers. As far as reliability was 
^ let us just say that it needed to be repaired 
J es...a day. This ancestor was basically used for 
foliations of missiles and rockets during the war. 
la dons, if done manually, would have taken so 
the results would have been totally useless by the 
were done. In spire of its relatively poor 
ice, the first computer was therefore used to 
problems that were virtually impossible to solve 
on time, and thus served the purpose, 
ay’s large organisations this is still the main 
f the comparer — processing amounts of data 
Shiun&n wont force can finish so accurately and 
! Telephone and electricity bills, bank statements , 
itrol in manufacturing, airline bookings and data 
7 are examples of tasks that nowadays cannot be 
i except by computers, considering the enormous 
tJssf'TSLjf.'r *x*p* d* 13 znd its complexity. There is simply no 

to do * f ‘ ** e * s this type of work " critical 

^ ~ PCs, the matter is different. Though they some- 
run them for “ critical processing, ” PC owners tend to 
na, founds ^ macbin p s J ust to write a letter, check a telephone 
• tj m g s *"■ E *ier, mate simple calculations or play computer games. 

str'Yc-* V w,e .' 3a5 W® of paper and a pocket calculator are enough to do 
?*v*e i jof the above. Moreover. I have always found it more 
pr-od-tc': :zr.s int to play chess or table tennis with a real friend, a 
old flesh and blood human being, rather than with a 





computer. S strongly feel that within a decade or so. a 
natural selection will occur and people will use computers 
only where it is absolutely necessary and the only way out. 

In the meantime, the industry has launched a PC format 
. named ‘‘Notebook. These ate very good looking machines, 
the size of an A4 paper sheet — 8.5” x 11.7" — and about 
2.5” high. Most of them weigh less than five kilogrammes. 

Notebooks are folly featured computers, as powerful 
as their " desktop " counterparts, and are run exactly in the 
same way, with the same software. They arc obviously 
designed for people “on the move. ” How do they compare 
with the desktop models? Even the best Notebook s display 
— screen — doesn't have the clarity of the desktop's 
CRT — Cathode Ray Tube, like a television set — monitor. 
For obvious reasons, the keyboard is also smaller and 
doesn't feature the very convenient “numeric keypad." 
Another point to consider is that notebooks run on 
rechargeable batteries ensuring an autonomy of three to 
four hours only, before being recharged. 

Notebooks therefore are a blessing for people who spend 
a lot of time traveling, staying in hotels or spending long 
hours in planes or airport, and who can’t breathe or ear 
without a computer next to them. While the PCs, launched 
in the early eighties, have definitely made their mark and 
are here to stay, notebooks have only been around for one 
or two years. Will they stand the test of time? 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 




By Motuunmmd A. Shuqair 


I TING , BUT CLEVER DEFINITIONS 

\NKRUPT: One who has divorced himself from 
t in the hope of an early marriage. 

0: — The only perfect climate. 

If bed is the perfect climate, why do so many people 
there? 

-The grave of lost illusions. 


. V JOUR: A fine how : do-you-do . , . ^ 

AIN: That with which we think we think. 


tr 


£ 


TCHER: A swindler on a small scale. 

& sir fir jfr fir 

AMAZING FACTS 

z SKIN on the eyelids of a human being is only 
Veth of an inch thick. • 

z COMMON belief that a drowning person will 
rise three times before finally sinking has no 
6c foundation. 

WILD, rash, heedless, foolish, volatile or giddy 
i is said to be “ harebrained . " 
z HEART of a snake has been known to beat 
four hours after the head was severed from the 


& fir jfr fir fir 

LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 

Time & Place 

me here soon. Ta’al tU-hal. 

to the bank without delay. 

Rook 13-bank bedoon ta’khecr. 

went upstair/downstairs. Tala fowk nizzd taht. 
s j- per* is your sister? Fainokhtak? 

ffi [’’s inside/outside. Heyajowwa/barra. 

^ fcV house is near the post office. 

Bertr kareeb min d-bosta. 

‘ aba is far from the capital. 

?: f Al-Aqaba ba’eeda ana al-asshaa. 

7k! He is coming now. . Onzor! Howajai al-aan. 
in see you later. Momken asboofak ba’dam. 

lay is Saturday/Sunday /Friday. 

El-yonm howa d-Sabt/d-Ahad/el-Jum ’a. 

# # -V- -p V 

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

es a hen sit or set on an egg? 
tat was the Man of Destiny? 
tar is bagasse? 

\y is a bus boy so-called? 
cenotaph is whaf type of memorial? 


Jr fir fir fir 

LAUGH TIME 

ten a car collided with a ^ police arrested foe 
ist for drunken driving. “Rubbish, he told foe 
: ng office.’' Listen to this: Swim , Sam. swim. Sam. 
you are some swimmer. Swim 
swam. A well-swum swim is a swim wells 

no, impressed. tttaf ” 
When foe driver was tried, he recited foe tong 
r in court. 

verdict? Not guilty ! 


A 
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ir Jack: “ How can you differentiate between a single and a 
married man?" 

Peter: " A single man has no buttons while the other has 
no shirt at all!" 

YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 

ALLEY: You will have an easy road ahead if you dream of 
an alley ; unless it is a dead end, in which case success will 
come but only after some hard work. 

-r ~ . •- — 
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ALLOWANCE: If you received the allowance from a 
proper source (i.e. parent, guardian, business, etc.), it 
indicates a happy time ahead: however, if you gave foe 
allowance or it came from a questionable source, beware of 
family quarrels. 

fir fir -ft fir 

ALPHABET: Any dream involving letters of the 
alphabet indicates pleasant news on the way; if, however, 
your dream concerned foreign letters, you may expect 
some clue to foe solution of a mystery which has troubled 
you. 

fiT fir fir fir fir 

ANCHOR: Economise on things you don't really need 
for a few months. 

Hr fir Hr -Hr sk 

ANEMIA: A dream of contrary. Your health will be good. 
Ik Ik Ik fir fir 

MY NAME, this is what it means 

DABBAH: one who slays or kills due to his courage or 
generosity. 

DARW1SH: Dervish ; poor (Persian) 

ZAJHED: Monk; worshipper : ascetic: self-denying. 

DO RAID: Diminutive of ‘darid’ meaning to lose one’s 
teeth . 

DA'ASS: Slanderer; defamer: trampler ; knocker. 
DAHAM: The facist ; the assaulter. Also DAHMAN. 
DEEB (PI. DIAB): Wolf/wolves. 

DIRBASS: The lion. 

fiT ik ik fir fir 

PUZZLES 

1. There are fifteen co/ours hidden in the jumble of letters 
below. You should be able to find them by working 
backwards and forwards along the rows, and by working 
up and down rhe columns. All of the letters are used 
once, and once only. 


E 

E 

Y 

V 
A 
N 
R 
D 
E 


N 

G 

D 

L 

O 

G 

O 

L 

S 


1 

N 

F. 

K 

R 

E 

S 

A 

O 


M 

A 

U 

N 

U 

X 

E 

R 

R 


R 

R 

L 

I 

S 

A 

R 

E 

M 


A 

0 
B 
P 
T 
S 
E 
M 

1 


C 

K 

C 

A 

L 

B 

D 

E 

R 
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R 

E 

Y 

E 

M 

I 

L 

P 


-fir fir fir ik fir 


fir fir & tr * 


2. Very quickly, find a single digit number which when 
raised fo rhe fifth power is equal to 32768. 
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Why? 


By E. YaghI 


And Ruth said: “Jntreat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following thee: for whither thou goest, 1 will go; and 
where thou lodgest, I will lodge. Thy people shall be my 
people , and thy God my God: “The Book Of Ruth 1:16 

“Did anything serious ever happen to you when you . 
were a child?” is a question that has been asked me on 
more than one occasion. 

So, I have begun to search foe corridors of my mind for 
some shocking mddents which occurred to me when I was 
small. If I bad bad ample time to formulate an appropriate 
answer to this question. I might have replied: “Yes, the 
first shock which shattered my childhood was when my 
older brother rudely told me There’s no such thing as 
Santa Claus. 

Older siblings are usually so adept at spoiling their 
younger siblings’ dreams. I solemnly retorted: “But of 
course there is stupid , then how do we get presents for 
Christmas?” 

“Our parents buy them for us you nitwit: And there’s no 
Easter Bunny either!” he growled as be proved his 
declarations with a hard punch followed by a sharp kick 
and foe final blow of “ and for your information, there isn ’ t 
a tooth fairy either. " 

Now, 1 bad two choices, one to go on believing in the 
“ big lie” or two, to accept the plain ugly truth. As a rival 
for parental affection and because I was the younger or 
lesser one, / decided ro totally disregard my brother’s cruel 
remarks. There just bad to be a Santa Claus and £asfer 
Bunny and if there was no Tooth Fairy, then who put 
money under my pillow for every tooth I pulled and placed 
there? Certainly not Mom or Dad because they never 
looked suspicious at all. Nevertheless, the first seeds of 
doubt had crept into my thoughts and I began to nag my 
mother as we walked down foe street a few days before 
Christinas, “Mom, there are so many Santa Clauses 
standing all over the city. Which is foe real one?’’ 

Without even changing her expression she promptly 
replied in a calm tone of voice wwch consoled me: “Oh, 
those are just bis helpers. The real Santa lives at the North 
Pole and only gives gifts to good little boys and girls on 
Christinas Eve." 

It followed therefore, that foe week before Christmas I 
was always extra good, hoping Santa would forget the other 
51 weeks of the year when I had not behaved so angelically. 
But, other than foe first bad news about my mythical 
childhood fantasies which seeped in to destroy my world of 
make-believe and foe fact that I bad come to realise that 
living creatures do die and disappear from foe earth. I 
suppose I had a fairly normal childhood full of foe usual 
scrapes, bruises, bumps and confused dreams. 

By the time I become a teenager, I learned that there 
were such cruel and inhuman deeds as war, yet . J stfil 
imagined the world to be wonderful (with few exceptions) 
ana that most people were very nice. Towards the end of 


my high school years however, I became aware of the 
Palestinian problem and that thanks mainly to Britain and 
foe United States , foe country of Palestine ceased to be. 
All at once there was an Israel and an entire nation had 
been wiped off the map as if it bad never existed. This was 
my second brutish awakening after foe initial one of 
learning that there was no Santa, Easter Bunny or Tooth 
Fairy. 

Frankly, I was hurt and dumbfounded that my native 
country America , the one I had always fervently believed 
in since the first grade , could be party to such a hideous, 
ruthless and unjust act. This knowledge was a first step in 
foe process of my maturity. The second occurred when I 
came to Jordan and either personally saw or heard of a 
never-ending string of tragedies concerning Palestine. 
Jordan , Egypt. Lebanon and Iraq. No. my childhood 
comprised no special traumatic experiences. I was basically 
secure in my domain of helping Americans consume foe 
lion’s wisdom since coming to foe Middle East, regrettably 
through my own and others’ suffering and sadness and it is 
this sorrow that prevails in much of my writing. Perhaps if I 
didn't love foe Arab people, I could bear their suffering 
better, but it is because of my infatuation, respect and 
amour that every Arab tragedy seems to become a port of 
me and my own experience. 

I can 't forger foe innocent faces of Palestinian children 
who have either been killed or tortured by Israeli wicked- 
ness and when 415 Palestinians , most of them intellectuals, 
were recendy deported into a No-Man s-Land of bitter cold 
and demoralising snow and shot at from every direction, 
then this catastrophe becomes my own and / am deeply 
disfurbed and overwhelmed by a feeling of helplessness. I 
cannot forget that Lebanon was once the Switzerland of the 
Middle East and has yet to recuperate from its own tom 
and bleeding wounds. And how can I ever forget the Gulf 
War? To me, it represents one of foe greatest injustices of 
this century where foe eco-socio-polincal infrastructure of 
an entire nation was completely destroyed and millions of 
blameless Chilians were massacred. Last but certainly not 
least, how can I forget the hospitality, generosity, magna- 
nimity of foe Jordanian people and' all their gallant trials 
and tribulations? 

Therefore, forgive me my beloved people if I often write 
with sadness for I tend as a writer (however meager) to 
reflect my present environment and whatever I happen to 
feel in my heart arid mind all too easily become trans- 
formed to a flow of ache and agony painted forth in words. 
I humbly take time to pay tribute to you my cherished 
readers and I thank you for being so patient with me. To 
those who wonder, perhaps now they can better under- 
stand why many of my writings are sad. 

Happy New Year everyone and may we all see a year 
blessed with peace and goodwill: It is my dream that the 
Arab nation will become one and that the bitter disputes 
will become a behaviour of the past and not a code of 
conduct for foe future. 



Britain's best known crystal heal- psychic investigator 
er Soozi Holbeche in James Rands: at 9:30 
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Thursday , Dec, 31 

8:30 Unde Buck 

9:10 Civil Wars 

The office handles three 
cases. The divorce of a mobs- 
ter’s wife, foe custody of a 
young girl and foe separation 
of an IRS officer and his wife. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Movie Of The Week 

Twins 

Starring: Danny Devito 


Friday, Jan . 1 

8:30 Zorro 

Dead Men Tell No Tales 

9:10 E.N.G. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Columbo 

Death Hits The Jackpot 

Uncle Leon cashes the $30' 
million jackpot prize and 
then kills Fredie the real win- 
ner. Bur Columbo will not 
leave him alone. 

Saturday, Jan . 2 

8:30 America's Funniest 
Home Videos 

9:10 Perspective 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Miniseries 

Passion And Paradise 

A true story of love and 
murder in the Bahamas 
where the richest man in foe 
world was killed. 

Sunday, Jan . 3 

8-30 Family Matters 
Straight /As 

The father is very pleased 


because Edie scores six As at 
school. 

9:10 Documentary’ — Nation- 
al Geographic 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Cont. Of The Mini- 
Series 

Who killed Sir Harry Oakes? 
Was it his son-in-law. foe 
Mafia, or the natives of the 
island? 

Monday , Jan - 4 

8:30 Step By Step 

Frank And Son 

9:10 A Fine Romance 

The Thomas Crown Affair 

How the dentist used Michael 
to smuggle diamonds from 
Madrid to San Francisco. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 The Dismissal 

Tuesday, lan. 5 

830 Perfect Strangers 


Bachelor Party 

9:10 Made In Heaven 

Falling For Love 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Prime Suspect 

DCI Jane Tennison is asked 
to head the investigation 
team in foe case of a female 
body found buried in a gar- 
den. 

Wednesday, Jan, 6 

8:30 Saved By The BeU 


9:10 Spotlight 

Mohammad Ayish talks with 
Dr. Mohmoud Sadiq. associ- 
ate professor a i Yarmouk 
University, on cartoons pub- 
lished in daily newspapers. 

9:10 James Rands — Psychic 
Surgery 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Echoes in The Darkness 

The unfolding details of the 
most massive homicide inves- 
tigation in the history of the 
United States. 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 

We always have time enough, if we will but use it right — 
Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe , German poet (1749-1832). 


A happy life must be to a great extent a quiet life, for it is 

only in an atmosphere of quiet that true joy can live 

Bertrand Russell. British philosopher (1872-1970). 


Before buying anything , it is well to ask whether one 
could not do without it — John Lubbock , English 
astronomer-mathematician (1803-1865). 
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Childless marriages increasing in 


By Paul Janositz 


\SARAH was long infertile, 
jpniy in old age did she bear 
■yj^braham a son, Isaac. So as 


>Jfte Old Testament tale 

- v_i x i 


doctors and specialists who 
came. Other topics were 
gynaecology and genetics , 
ultrasonic test and oral con- 
traceptive trends. 


;-5«iow5, infertility has been 
<$round for quite some time, 
it seems to have become 
more serious problem in 
•gfhdustrialiscd countries , 
■‘?B'here the number of child- 
y.&ss couples has increased 
> 7 markedly in the past two 
tfdtcades. 

Yet there has also been a 
I'Jnarked increase in the num- 
ber of women over 35 who 
want a first child, as Ham- 
- -burg gynaecologist Wilhelm 
Braendle told the 49th annual 
congress of the German 
Gynaecological Society in 
Berlin. Women over 40 were 
the main concern of the 3.000 


As women in this age 
group belong to the first gen- 
eration which , from the 
1960s. had access to effective 
contraception , a link with in- 
creasing infertility has at 
times been mooted, said 
Braendle , who works at 
Hamburg University Hospit- 
al's gynaecological clinic. But 
men too are showing signs of 
deficiency Over the past 
three decades there has been 
a marked decline in the num- 
ber of sperm produced by the 
“norma/” male. 


Environmental influences 
such as chemicals in the food 
chain are blamed, as are 


changes in the way of life in 
modem industrial society, ft 
is not clear whether this de- 
cline in the number of sperm 
has any real influence on 
fertility, but the figures tell a 
plain tale. 

One marriage in 10 used to 
be childless. The figure is 
now 15 to 25 per cent. Braen- 
die said, la Britain the number of 
childless women is reported 
to have doubled in the past 15 
years , but this increase is due 
mainly to women who don't 
want children. So the in- 
crease in infertility may be 
due to couples not going in 
for children until an age at 
which pregnancy is a natural- 
ly more infrequent occurr- 
ence. 

If nature is left to take its 
course, the number of cou- 
ples who have no more chil- 


dren trebles from the age of 
35 and trebles again from the 
age of 40, according to a 1957 
American survey. It was car- 
ried out among the Hutter- 
ites, a Mennonite sect , who 
are particularly well suited 
for surveys of this kind as 
they strictly forbid contracep- 
tion. 

It isn Y only conception that 
is harder for women over 40; 
pregnancy is often fraught 
with complications too. Only 
about one in two pregnant 
women over 40 give birth to 
babies that are able to sur- 
vive. The biological border- 
line can be shifted by using 
artiUdaUv inseminated ovum 
cells taken from younger 
women, as suggested by U.S. 
doctors to postpone the age 
limit for pregnancies to 50 or 
so. 


Dr. Braendle rejected this 
idea as macabre. Sterility 
treatment must not just be 
aimed at children For parents, 
he told the congress; parents 
for the child was a no less 
important principle. But 
most women over 40 already 
have their families as com - 
plete as they are ever going to 
be. So for them contracep- 
tion is important. 

Professor Meinert Breck- 
woldt of Freiburg University 
Hospital gynaecological clinic 
said the Pill was unfairly held 
in ill repute for alleged side- 
effects such as thrombosis 
and strokes. "Don't prescribe 
the Pill for over-35s r ’ was no 
longer appropriate as a dog- 
ma, he told the congress. 
Professor Benno Runnebaum 
of Heidelberg said women in 
their 40s who took a Jow- 


dosage PiU were less liable to 
contract breast , ovary and 
womb cancer. 

The PiU had further posi- 
tive effects in counteracting 
bone atrophy and promoting ■. 
regular menstruation and less 
bleeding. Negative effects, he 
said , included a slightly high- 
er embolism risk and infre- 
quent cases of liver cancer. 
Smoking and the PHI' were 
said by specialists to be a 
dangerous combination , so ■ 
smoking is by far the most 
serious risk factor oral con- 
traceptive users face. 

The onset of the meno- 
pause in the late 40s is 
1 marked by hormone changes 
in the female body that are 
accompanied by minor com- 
plaints in two out of three 
women and more serious 
complaints among the re- 






Surface protein makes tumours malignant 


While the complex transformation of a 
healthy cell into a cancerous one is partial- 
ly understood, one dangerous aspect of 
carcinosis has remained largely unex- 
plained: How does the cancer spread 
through the body? An essential factor 
promoting the formation of metastases has 
now been identified. The surfaces of the 
spreading cancer cells carry 99 adhesive 
proteins, ” which are also found in normal 
immune cells. 


essential "sticker" was de- 
tected by scientists at -the 
German Cancer Research 
Centre, DKFZ, Heidelberg, 
and the Nuclear Research 
Centre Karlsruhe, KFK. 

Headed by Dr. Margot 
Zoller, the scientists in 
Heidelberg established that 
the surfaces of cells on pan- 
creatic tumour in rats carried 
a protein which is only found 
on metastatic cells. 


By Manuela Gobel 


CANCER is an insidious dis- 
ease. Even if a malignant 
tumour seems to have been 
removed entirely through 
surgery or radiotherapy, 
metastases can arise at com - . 
pleteiy different locations af- 
ter a period of several years 
and destroy vital organs. In 
order to prevent the fatal 
spread of the cancer cells 
which produce these metas- 
tases, it is necessary to deter- 
mine how the cells start scat- 
tering in the first place. 

Rampant cancer cells over- 


come hurdles which are in- 
surmountable for most other 
cells: First, the cell detaches 
itself from its neighbours in 
the tumorous tissue and en- 
ters the bloodstream or 
lymph tracts. Here, it suc- 
cessfully eludes “ health 
police ” — white blood celb 
— and leaves the vesseb un- 
scathed. Finally, it infiltrates, 
foreign tissue, lodges itself 
there and starts to rapidly 
divide. 

The ticket for this journey 
through the body is only car- 
ried by the metastatic cancer 
cells on their surfaces. This 


Tumours variants incapable 
of metastasb do not carry this 
surface protein. During 
structural analysis of the 
"metastatic protein profes- 
sor Peter Herrlich and bis 
workers surprisingly disco- 
vered that it is by no means 
unfamiliar: It resembles CD- 
44 molecules in the cell mem- 
branes of white blood cells, 
which dbpfay similar charac- 
teristics to those of the 
wandering cancer cells. They, 
too, travel through the body 
via the bloodstream and the 
lymph tracts. 

Apparently, the CD-44 
molecule assbts them in this 
process. With the help of the 


so-called adhesion molecule, 
the leucocytes attach them- 
selves to the epithelial celb 
lining the blood vessels and 
lymph tracts. Their precise 
function is still unknown 
though. 

The structural blueprints of 
both proteins are situated on 
the same section of the idio- 
plasm. However, in both 
types of cells, different sec- 
tions are read from the com- 
mon gene. For this reason, 
both proteins are almost 
identical in their structure 
and their amino-acid sequ- 
ence. and probably have the 
same function. Due to this 
similarity, the researchers de- 
signated their discovery V - 
CD-44, or CD-44 variant. 


Alter localising the V-CD - 
44 gene in the genotype, the 
scientists at the DKFZ per- 
formed an elegant experi- 
ment to investigate its role 
during metastasis. They in- 
jected the gene into those 
tumourcells of the rat which 
had so for been incapable of 
metastasis. The cancer cells 
reacted to this genetic man-. 
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ipulation : They split and 
wandered to other parts of 
the body, forming metastases 
there. The scientists achieved 
the opposite effect through 
treatment with an antibody 
which b meant to counter-act 
the V-CD-44 protein and 
attaches itself to if. Tumor 
celb blocked in this manner 
were no longer able to 
metastasise. 


Further investigations re- 
vealed that the “ adhesive 
protein ” is not only borne by 
malignant tumors in the large 
intestine, but also by perfect- 
ly normal cells of the skin, 
the immune system and the 
intestinal mucosa. Wherever 
this molecular ticket has been 
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By Birgitt Sickenberger 


PEOPLE undergoing surgery 
at some hospitals can now 
listen to music. At Helieiseh 
sport clinic in Ludenscheid. 
in the Ruhr, patients can 
choose from 10 kinds of 
music to be played before 
and during their operation. 
Rhythmically exhilarated by 
the beat or gent/y swept away 
by the sound of music, pa- 
tients are wheeled into the 
operating theatre with their 
headphones on. 

Dr. Ralph Spintge and hb 
team have been plying his 
patients with music in waiting 
areas and hospital corridors, 
during anaesthesia and even 
during surgery (if a local 
anaesthetic b being used) for 
16 years. 

They have more in mind 
than providing an extra hos- 
pital service. Soothing music 
combats fear, pain and stress: 
before surgery patterns are 
given only half the usual dos- 
age of tranquilisers, yet their 
blood pressure and heartbeat 
are norma/ and their brea- 
thing b stable. 

" Music has long been 
known to raise the pain 
sensation threshold," Dr. 
Spintge told a conference in 
Aachen Fighting Pain 
Creatively. "That can be 
shown by comparing the 
blood cortisone count of pa- 
tients treated with and with- 
out music.'’ 

The patient chooses the 
music he or she wants. Spint- 
ge says that even rock and 
pop music can be soothing. 
"We can see that from the 
instruments the anaesthetist 
has constantly to keep an eye 
on.” 

But there are restrictions. 
German pop songs must be 
instrumental only ; words 
would preoccupy the patient 
unnecessarily. English vocals 
are no problem "since no-one 
listens to them alt that care- 
fuUy." 

• Brass is all right for march 
music but not for the classics , 
where trumpets and fonfores 
usually serve the purpose of 
gaining audience attention. A 
"symphony with a drum roll” 
is absolutely taboo. 


"Initially patients were 
almost entirely opposed to 
the idea," Spintge recalls. In 
those days they played a 
medley that pleased no one 
particularly. That has 
changed now since everyone can 
hear the music of their 
choice. Ninety-seven per cent 
of patients are delighted with 
the choice, surveys show (pa- 
tients are asked to till in a 
questionnaire before and af- 
ter surgery). 


Rhythmical music height- 
ens muscular tension, which 
b what must be reduced to 
relieve pain. Patients in tins 
category are played New Age 
sound , Dr. Spintge says. 

Jointly with Munster Uni- 
versity music therapy stu- 
dents be has compiled and 
tested music programmes for 
patients suffering from chro- 
nic pain. Patients say the 
music gives them back some 
of their joie de vivre. They 
feel readier to make contact 
with others and show a grea- 
ter sense of personal initia- 
tive and responsibility. 

With this amount of suc- 
cess it b surprising that music 
therapy to treat pain is not in 
use at hospitab everywhere. 
But school medicine has yet 
to recognise the treatment 
and doctors cannot as a rule 
charge the health insurance 
for it. "Yet it would save the 
insurance schemes money." 
Dr. Spintge says. 

"We recouped the cost of 
installing our musical equip- 
ment in four years by savings 
in drug outlay , and a Scan- 
dinavian survey shows that 
patients can be released two 
to three days earlier thpn 
usual after surgery if they 
have been given music treat- 
ment, That bears out what we 
have found here in Ludens- 
cheid — SQddeutsche 
Zeitung. 
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mauling third. Menopause , 
symptoms include hot ■ 
gashes, insomnia, , nervous- 
ness and bouts of depression. 
They are due to a deficiency 
of female sex hormones. 

Experts are agreed that 
they can be largely offset by 
estrogen treatment . ' Nine 
women out of 10 that no. 
longer have any trouble. Tins . 
treatment -also benefits the 
heart and rircidation- and ; 
prom otes strong and healthy 
bones. Professor Breckwoldt 
said ■’ -estrogen treatment 
could? effectively combat 
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Side-effects . such . a?3 regur- 
red up to 20 years ago in the 
United States, due mainly to 
too-large doses which even 
caused deaths, need no lon- 
ger be feared. 

He said what mattered was 


society geared towards 
and good looks— Stotts 

Zeitung. 




found on healthy cells, its 
presence on the cell surface 
has been precisely controlled 
and restricted to a certain 
stage of development. Only 
on the metastatictumourcells 
does this control seem to be 
lacking. With the help of 
antibodies which bind with 
the V-CD-44 protein on the 
surface of the cancer cells, 
thus blocking them, the 
occurrence of metastases can 
be prevented; however, this 
method is purely precaution- 
ary, as it only impedes the 
cancer celb currently travell- 
ing through the body. Metas-' 
tases which have already 
been formed can no longer 
be stopped — 72>e German 
Research Service. 


Music before 
surgery helps 
reduce fear, pain 


The Ludenscheid surgeons 
thus soon ieam whether their 
current hits are still in de- 
mand or newer trends need 
to be inducted in the program- 
me. Patients suffering from 
chronic pain are played an 
entirely different range of 
music Grom what is tuned into 
in the surgical wards. 


Study: Eth 

countin 


IS 1 

Vemard C 






!WS^ the ce 

^AJ^dves 


By Paul Recur 

The Associated Press 
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WASHINGTON — Cbunt- 
ing microscopic blood vessels 
in breast tumours may give 
doctors a new way of predict- 
ing which patients are at high 
risk of having cancer spread 
to other, organs, a study says. 

Dr. Noel Weidner of the 
L/nrversity of California, San 
Frandsco , said that the study 
shows the formation and 
number of new blood vessels 
in breast tumour samples 
provides an accurate forecast 
of the outcome of a cancer 
case . and should be included 
in the diagnostic techniques 
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women with very small than two-years. Onlytt,..' ' “ 1 1 

tumours and no lymph node 32 women with micro* 1 * 
mvolved, the srxaUed node mdms bf ^ t0 ... „ 

Counting microvessels 

within a tumour is predictive, . ... * •• - **•' - 

he said, because a cancer . But relapse * oocurri 
colony has to form these ves- eight of 15 women witi '■ 
seb to receive oxygen -and- rovessel counts of^S< 
nutrition from the blood. '. The : AndamongtiJe se^s^ 

, vessels also provide a path for who had micrbve sSCf 
cancer celb to travel to other of more than lOO^-q 
parts of the body, creating veloped new camxcs.^ 
tumours at distant sites. patients were^7?of ^vil 
The study, published in the for follow-up.’; J 9 

Journal of the NationahCan- . Among patients , h 
cer Institute, involved' pva- tlymph nodes contained 
luatjons of tumour tissue cer cells,, the blood $ 
from 148 Italian patients who count' also predicted*, 
had undergone breast cancer come, 
surgery. . Dr. Weidner said tl 

Dr. Weidner said the tis- will be valuable in h 
sue, preserved on slides, was women whose breast • 
sent to bfs lab with ho indica- has not spread to the? 
tion of whether the patient nodes deddS. 
survived or the cancer they should ' receivdQ 
spread. motherapy after thrir\ 

“/ bad no idea what bap- tumour has been -rem i 


^•Ti 


of more than 100^:% 
veloped new cancers, 
patients weretno^'-ivi 
for follow-up.’; J £■“ | 
. Among patients i 



count' also predicted*, 
come. 

Dr. Weidner said tl 
will be valuable in h 
women whose breast • 
has not spread to 
nodes deddd 
they should ' receive^ 
motherapy after.thejr\ 
tumour has been 
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SOLUTIONS 


rj RY: 


bom 


TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE >s 


. ■; ‘ ' ' '.^n ugi 

1. She sits. - • . - *nich 

2. Napoleon. . , - ? . V tr sscntei 

— jHfjf m I* 

3. Pulp of sugar cane after the juice has been extras 'CSf 

4. Because he does miscellaneous jobs. Bus.is an ab&ftlg; t:&rSl 
tion of the Latin omnibus, meaning. "all." .. 

5. A monument to the memory of one buried e/se^ r. Healtli 

* tr * TSr * V, 


PUZZLES 


,s Pres 


1. CONFUSED COLOURS: 

Black, blue r carmine, 
emerald, gold, grey. 

lime, navy, pink, . • 

primrose, red, rose, j, 

orange , rust, saxe. ■ 

2. QUICKLE: 

Any number raised to its fifth power has its 

unchanged ; since it was a single-digit number, „ 

have been 8. r. 
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His Majesty King Hussein listens to a briefing during a visit to the company in June 1963 


creasing the company's exports 
from about JD 1 .900.000 in 1989 
to around JD 1 1 million in 1991. 
Our exports till today in the 
current year have reached JD 13 
million. ’ 


1CA updates, expands production 
fm capacity of factories to 30,000 tonnes a 

* , , ^bDowing is the speech of 

Dt If) tin if A Board Chairman 

resftado! ohammad Abu Hassan 

t ur Hing the ceremony which 
s held yesterday at the 

Tories and attended by 
r. Abdullah Ensour, 
mister of Industry and 
•ade. 



Kr\ . - 


r ame and on behalf of 
n the board of direc- 
VlCA and all the com- 
family I welcome you 
. it as at Al Hussein In- 
• i City. - 


“Our meeting today coincides 
with our traditional annual 
celebration in which we, em- 
ployees, director, brothers and 
friends, meet to thank God for 
His grace, and the achievements 


He bestowed upon us and which 
we accomplished as one team 
during the past year. Our meet- 
ing also comes as a catalyst for 
increasing our activities during 
the coming year. God willing. 

“We started this tradition at 
the end of 1990 and this day 
became a festival for us. It is the 
day of the company and the day 
of all its staff, on which it hon- 
ours its employees who managed 
over a period of 24 months to 
increase the production 1.5 
times and over three times in rhe 
past 36 months. 

“My brothers, as ail of you 
know, Al Hussein Industrial 
City is part of Jordan’s contem- 
porary history and one of its 
economic monuments which de- 
pict the determination and will 
of its citizens over the years. 

“Thirty years ago. His Majes- 
ty King Hussein opened this city 
and named it after himself. The 
city then included seven factor- 
ies, that supplied Jordanian 
citizens with their basic needs of 


detergents, soap, perfumes, 
food supplies, paints and pastes. 

“Since the establishment of 
the company, several boards 
have managed it, and large num- 
bers of technicians, administra- 
tive personnel and economists 
joined its staff. And the com- 
pany was the starting point for 
their professional life. 

“On this occasion, 1 am glad 
to inform you that the cadres of 
Al Hussein Industrial Estate 
have increased since the begin- 
ning of 1990 until the present 
time from about 400 to 600 
people, who are all Jordanians. 

‘’Since the current board of 
directors of this company 
assumed its responsibility in 
1990. it focused its interests on 
modernising the factories, in- 
creasing their production capac- 
ity and creating new job oppor- 
tunities for qualified Jordanian 
labourers at all levels. It also 
sent several of its technicians 
abroad to artend training courses 
and participate in industrial fairs 


so as to be familiarised with 
modern technologies related to 
the production of our commod- 
ities. The board has also concen- 
trated on quality control, em- 
ploying the most qualified per- 
sonnel and using modern equip- 
ment to maintain the best quality 
of products offered in the mar- 
ket. 

“Recently, the company has 
celebrated the launching organi- 
sational structure of its market- 
ing and sales department which 
included a pioneering selection 
of young people who are mostly 
interested in meeting the 
citizens’ needs of the company's 
products all over the Kingdom. 

“On this occasion. I would 
like to point out that the former 
promotion department was em- 
ploying a maximum of 10 per- 
sons while the new organisation- 
al structure includes 40 persons. 

“The company’s beard is also 
interested in exporting its pro- 
ducts to neighbouring Arab and 
international markets, thus in- 


“At the level of commercial 
fairs in Jordan, the Arab World 
and the international markets, 
the company has contributed to 
organising commercial exhibi- 
tions in cooperation with public 
and private institutions, such as 
the Commercial Centres Cor- 
poration. the Jordanian Expor- 
ters Society and the Amman 
Chamber of Industry. The com- 
pany had a distinguished role in 
these events which are consi- 
dered as a mirror reflecting the 
achievements of our institutions 
and economy as well. 

“In this place, our basic deter- 
gents factory had managed to 
raise its production capacity 
from 7,000 tonnes annually in 
1989 to 17.000 tonnes in 1992. 


Today, we celebrate mod- 
ernising and expanding the fac- 
tory with the aim of raising its 
production capacity to 3QJM0 
tonnes a year. The company has 
purchased the best machinery 
and equipments to achieve that 
goal. 

“The Board of Directors of 
the company would like to ex- 
tend its thanks to the govern- 
ment of the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan in general and the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
in particular for rheir continued 
support for us and the Jordanian 
industry, and for their efforts in 
the development process. 

“Members of the board of 
directors have decided that in 
appreciation of the efforts ex- 
erted by the employees of the 
company and their achievements 
this year to give them a one- 
month-salary bonus as incentive 
for more achievements.*' 



Mohammad Abu Hassan 


iv. » . 


The Industrial Commercial and Agricultural (ICA) Company Limited is a public shareholding 
company established June 20, 1961. ICA is a combination of seven factories and a 


ITHETIC DETERGENTS FACTORY: 

factory .produces high and low foam detergents, 
-..license- from international companies and -local 
.fe. 

ler license: 

sil and Dixan are under license from Henkel of» 
rmany. Both are low foam detergents and introduced 
3 and 4.5 kg packs. 

f, a high foam detergent, under license from Unilever 
ntroduced in 200 gm packs. 

el brands: 

Der White bleaching agent, 200 gm bags. 

jer White high foam detergent is presented in 200 

i 400 gm packs. 

»r White low foam detergent, 3 kg packs. 

Oder White low foam detergent, 3 kg packs. 
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UP FACTORY: 

''factory produces both under license and local 


7 LUTI Iff 


AT license: .. 

f toilet soap. Which . is produced in 3 colours and 
. - sented in 90 and 140 gm bars, is under license from 
^^lever of Britain. . 

buoy toilet soap which is produced under license 
n Unifever is presented 100 gm bars. 

Jeauty soap, under license from Henkel is presented 
and 125 gm bars. 

*1 Brands: 

hat hygienic health soap, 90 gm bars. 

:a toilet soap, 90 gm bars. 
ap for hotels is presented in 22, 31 and 90 
i_ bars. . _ 

^ Light, a-rich silky soap is presented in 90 
'bars. 



PAINT FACTORY: 

Produces under license from ICI_ of Britain and local 
brands. ~ i? ' ' ' ' 

ICI Products: 

• Dulux Gloss-Finish, one gallon and V< gallon. 

• Dulux Emulsion paint, one gallon. 

• Dulux Undercoat, one gallon. 

• Dulux Varnish is presented in 3 sizes, Va, Vfe, 1/16 
gallon. 

• Emulsion Vinyl Silk, one gallon. 

• Penmoble car paint, one litre. 

• Thinner, 3.5 litre. 

Local brands: 

• Emulsion Sunway, one gallon. 

• Gloss Sunway, one gallon. 

• Emulsion Superfix, one gallon. 

Primer Sunway, one gallon. 



COSMETICS FACTORY: 

This factory has two major production lines, the pastes 
and creams line and the liquids line. Both produce under 
'icense and local brands. 

THE PASTE AND CREAMS LINE: 

Under License from Unilever: 

• Erasmic shaving cream, 70 gm tubes. 

• Signal tooth paste. 50,80, and 135 gm tubes. 

• Pepsodent tooth paste. 50 gm tubes. 

Local brands: 

• Ideal shaving cream, 70 gm tubes. 

• Diamond glow tooth paste, 50 and 80 gm tubes. 

LIQUIDS LINE: 

Under license from Unilever: 

• Sunsilk shampoo is presented in 3 sizes (130,250 and 
500 cc) and in 6 different colours. 

• Lux dishwashing liquid 600 cc. 

Local brands: 

• Liza shampoo. 250 cc. 

• Super White dishwashing liquid, one litre and 3.6 litre. 

• Super Brilliant toilet bowl cleaner, one litre. 

• Super Wonder, window/glass cleaner, 650 cc. 

• Crisol antiseptic disinfectant. 500 gm. 

• Gemtol antiseptic, 500 gm. 

• Liza carpet cleaner, one litre. 

• Liza baby powder, 227 gm. 

BISCUIT FACTORY: 

Produces a variety of local brands, to match different 

tastes: 

• Petit Beurre, 70 and 140 gm rolls. 

• Petit Beurre, 4 pieces. 

• Marie biscuits, 65 and 130 gm rolls. 


• Reem biscuits. 1 kg boxes. 

• Okay children’s toys biscuits. 45 gm bags. 

• Lemon Cream biscuits. 200. gm.boxes 

• Chocolate Cream biscuits, 200 gm boxes. 

• Assorted Cream biscuits, 200 gm boxes. 

• Okay assorted soft biscuits. 800 gm boxes. 

• Delight, super family biscuits, 908 gm tins. 



ICE CREAM FACTORY: 

Products vanilla ice cream, chocolate covered vanilla ice 
cream, cones and cups. 
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GLYCERINE FACTORY: 

Produces 98% pure medical glycerine. 

THE PRINTING PRESS: 

Equipped with four colour printing facilities, the printing 
press complements the factories’ production by packag- 
ing materials for many ICA products. Printing carboard 
boxes ol ail sizes and shapes, the press aims at fulfilling 
the needs of the local as well as foreign markets. 
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Year 

Total Sales 

Domestic Markets 

Export Markets 

1986 

6.490.524 

5.801.670 

688,854 

1987 

6.909.766 

6,127,102 

782.664 

1988 

7,543,481 

6.883,403 

660,028 

1989 

9,297.620 

7.381,741 

1,915,879 

J990r 

14.531.208 

10.855.401. 

3.675.S07 

1991 

23.620.PJ0 

12.863,155 

10.757,655 
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1st Division Basketball Championship 


AMI defeat Orthodoxi 68-65 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Al Ahli Wednesday 
proved nothing can be taken for 
granted — especially in a basket- 
ball match — when they beat 
all-time rivals Al Orthodox! 68-65 
in the final seconds of their first 
round match in the First Division 
Basketball Championship, and 
moved a step closer to the 1992 
championship title. 

The match, played at the Sports 
Palace Court in Al Hussein Youth 
CHy and attended by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Ali and Prin- 
cess Haya Bint Al Hussein, Minis- 
ter of Youth Saleh Lrsheidat, in 
addition to over 2000 basketball 
fans was one of the most interest- 
ing both teams have played in 
their decade long rivalry. 

Sports commentators, fans and 
practically everyone following up 
the championship now underway 
believed Al Orthodox! would 
score quite an easy win over their 
opponents who bad not appeared 
as strong contenders for regaining 
the tide in their matches through- 
out the past weeks. 

That was not the case this time 
however. 

Although Al Orthodoxi led 9-0 
and 12-5 at the beginning, Al AhU 
caught op after two three-pointers 
by Marwan Ma’touq narrowing 
the gap to 18-13. Al Orthodoxi 
kept the lead at 24-17, but Ai 
Ahli’s Naser Bushnaq and Mar- 


wan Ai Saccdi secured rebound- 
ing and scored trailing 24-21. 

Al Orthodmd’s Murad Bara- 
kat, who usually scores most of his 
team’s points, was closely 
guarded and could not score for 
13 minutes as his team expanded 
(heir lead to 36-25. 

A) Ahli played a faster game in 
the final minutes of the first half, 
trymg to minimise the difference 
and took advantage of some loose 
balk but failed to capitalise on two 
chances to draw, as Al Orthodoxi 
kept their lead and won the first 
half 43-38. 

Ma’toaq scored a crucial three- 
pointer for Al Ahli who still 
trailed 43-41. Al Orthodoxi 
seemed to lose their concentration 
and had it not been for Hllal 
Earakat's energetic efforts they 
would have lost their lead early in 
the second half. 

Ma'touq scored another three- 
pointer as Al Orthodoxies 47-41 
lead was narrowed to 51-48. 

With nine minutes remaining 
Al Ahli's relentless efforts paid off 
as they drew at 53-53. HSal Bara- 
kat kept on scoring for his team to 


Al Ahli 
Al Orthodoxi 
Al Jazireh 
Al Hussein 
Al Watani 
Al JaUI 
Homentmen 
Al Abbasi 


a gain give his team a 61-55 lead 
with 5 minutes remaining. 

In the meantime Al Ahli’s un- 
disputed star, Ma’touq, and al 
Orthodoxi *s Muntaser Abul- 
tayyeb were fooled onL 

Al Orthodoxi led 65-64 with 41 
seconds, and their coach called for 
a time-out Al Ahli’s Yousef Zagb- 

fool scored to give his team the 
lead 66-65, while Al OrthodoxTs 
Jan SahUeh lost a free throw that 
might have given bis team the 
fiMM* to draw and possibly win. 
Al Ahli’s Zaghloul was folded in 
the final second and two free 
throws gave Al Ahli a three point 
— yet very precious win. 

Meanwhile, Al Jazireh secured 
third place for now after they beat 
Al Abbasi 98-46, the first half 
ending 40-14. 

Al Jalil remained in sixth place 
for now as they had difficulty 
overcoming Homentmen 82-71. 
the first half ending 47-25, while 
Al Hussein settled for fourth place 
after defeating A] Watani 91-47. 

The second round will begin on 
Jan. 8. 


Sarajevo team works to stay in shape 


SARAJEVO (AP) — Coach 
Fuad Muzurovic and FC 
Sarajevo, two-time Yugoslav 
First Division soccer champions, 
are in the market for invitational 
matches. The only problem is 
they can't leave the city to play in 
diem. 

Sarajevo has been under siege 
since Serb forces snacked the city 
in April. Since June, only a hand- 
ful of people have been able to 
get out to territory still held by 
the newly independent govern- 
ment of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Sarajevo, one of the city's two 
first-division teams, was in Bel- 
grade April 4 for a game against 
Red Star when the war br« ke out. 

Twelve of the team's 25 * ayers 
— all of them Serbs — chose not 
to return to the beleaguered 
city. 

Muzurovic, a Muslim, went 
home with the remaining 13 play- 
ers, whose names read like a 
recipe for the ethnic mixture that 
made .Sarajevo the melting pot of 
the former Yugoslavia. 

“Our team is made up of Mus- 
lims, Croats and Serbs,” said FC 
Sarajevo president Muhammed 
Granov, a Muslim. “We called up 
nine players from our junior team 
to get tack up to our full num- 
ber." 

The team's manager, Svetozar 
Vujovic, is a Serb, and there are 
several Croats on the board of 
directors. 

The Yugoslav Soccer League 
fell apart during the 1991 season 
after war broke out between 


Croats and Serbs in Croatia. 
Sarajevo was then in fourth 
place, with a shot at gaining a 
place in the UEFA CUP competi- 
tion. 

Psychiatrist Radovan Karadzic, 
leader of the self-proclaimed Ser- 
bian Republic of Bosnia, served 
as the team's psychologist for 
eight years until 1989. when he 
became a member of the Bosnian 
parliament. 

U.S. Secretary of State Lawr- 
ence Eagleburger has named 
Karadzic as one of 10 men who 
could be tried for war crimes as a 
result of the fighting in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

“He was a friend of the mana- 
ger. I don't think he was very 
good as a team psychologist,” 
Muzurovic said. “They fell asleep 
whenever he gave the pep talks.” 

Sarajevo continues to train and 
play whenever possible. Granov 
says the team has to be in good 
condition when the fighting stops 
and matches resume. 

Two players moved into the 
downtown Holiday Inn after their 
homes were destroyed by Serb 
shelling and the hotel itself has 
been subject to frequent bom- 
bardment. 

When the war broke out, most 
of the players were conscripted 
into the Bosnian army and served 
on the front lines on the outskirts 
of the city. 

They practiced on their days 
off. A few still both fight and . 
practice or play each day, but 
most have received special defer- 
ments. 


FC Zilieznicar, the city's other 
team, hasn’t been able to keep up 
morale or its schedule. Their 
stadium and clubhouse are lo- 
cated in the Grbavic neighbour- 
hood held by Serb forces. 

Just before Christmas, 
Sarajevo played a round-robin 
tournament with the HVO Croa- 
tian military forces stationed in 
Sarajevo as part of a mutual 
defense agreement between the 
Republics of Croatia and Bosnia- 
Heizegovina and with soldiers 
from die United Nations Protec- 
tion Force fUNPROFOR) on 
duty in Sarajevo. 

What Granov and Muzurovic 
and the other .members of the 
dab's executive board would 
Teally like is an invitation to play 
a benefit match abroad, where 
they could raise money for their 
suffering city. 

But obtaining permission wo 
leave the city is difficult. 

Under current United Nations 
high commission for refugees reg- 
ulations, only journalists, official 
delegations, and seriously ill or 
wounded people can get out on 
the UNHCR relief flights. 

The U.N. granted special dis- 
pensation to the Bosnia- 
Herzegovina Olympic team to 
travel on a chartered airliner to 
Barcelona for the Summer Olym- 
pics in July. 

Some 107 future Bosnian 
Olympians are also awaiting au- 
thorization to leave the dty for 
training programmes sponsored 
by National Olympic Committees 
of Turkey, Japan and Germany. 
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Big gap in 
NBA teams 
this season 

By The Associated Press 

THE DIFFERENCE between 
the top of the NBA and the 
bottom is especially wide this 
season - 

Try 41 points wide. 

That was the margin of victory 
when the Phoenix Suns, riding a 
13-game winning streak and a 
20-4 record, defeated Denver 
129-88, tying the Nuggets' team- 
record of 11 consecutive losses. 

“I wouldn't go as far to say that 
it’sa the worst I’ve seen any team 
play," Denver coach Dan Issel 
said after that loss. “Someplace 
in professional basketball, some- 
time. someone has played 
worse.” 

Issuel wouldn't have to look 
long to find a team playing worse 
than his. After all, the Nuggets 
are in fourth place in the six-team 
Midwest division, ahead of Min- 
nesota and Dallas. 

Although the season is barely 
one-quarter over, eight NBA 
teams have had losing streaks of 
seven games or more, and Dallas. 
Milwaukee and Denver have 
each lost as many as 11 straight. 
The Washington Bullets snapped 
a nine-game skein, 97-96 at home 
against Atlanta. 

Of the eight teams with long 
losing streaks, only the Detroit 
Pistons have turned it around, 
winning 10. of 11 games after a 2-9 
start. 

Leading the way on the ha- 
plessness scale are the Mavericks, 
who are 2-20, a winning percen- 
tage of .091 that surpasses the 
full-season record-low of .110 by 
the 1972-73 Philadelphia 76ere, 
who finished 9-73. 

The failure to sign first-round 
draft pick Jim Jackson set back 
the rebuilding plan that Rick 
Sund, the Mavericks' vice presi- 
dent of basketball operations, 
calls “losing with a purpose.” 

“We knew we'd be bad this 
season because we've got the 
youngest team in the league. 
We’re real thin NBA talent- 
wise,” Sund said. 

Sund said gening nothing for 
Jackson could mean seven years 
before the Mavericks are playoff 
contenders again. Jackson was 
viewed as the first piece of a 
massive rebuilding puzzle. His 
loss leaves Dallas five starters 
short of a playoff team. 

Minnesota, in the same divi- 
sion as Dallas, has the second- 
worst record in the league at 5-18. 
The Timberwolves' 114-95 loss at 
Utah was their seventh straight 
and 11th in 12 games. 

Sacramento, which has won 
three straight games after losing 
eight consecutive times, and Phi- 
ladelphia, 3-10 at home put a 
respectable 5-6 on the road, have 
had frustrating seasons after 
starting with hopes for improve- 
ment. 

One common thread of the 
worst NBA teams are their 
youth. And with that youth com- 
es inconsistency. 

“F seems like every game we 
have a four — or five-minute 
stretch when we can’t make a 
jump shot and we turn the ball 
over,” Issel said. “Those four — 
or five-minute stretches are kill- 
ing us.” 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 

Libya withdraw from 1994 World Cup qualifiers 

ZURICH (R) — Libya have polled out of their 1994 World Cup 
qualifying group, the International Football Federation^ (FIFA) 
said Wednesday. The withdrawal, due to the United Nations tan 
on flights to or from Libya, means Africa noup D n ow on ly 
comprises Nigeria, Congo and South Africa. Ubyas paitkapation 
had been in severe doubt since September when all their matches 
were postponed indefinitely. 

Report: Rai near accord with Atletico Madrid 

MADRID (AP) — Atletico Madrid has reached an agreement far 
the transfer of Brazilian soccer star Rai to the Spanish First-' 
Division dub for next year, news reports said Tuesday. Spanish 
Television said Rai’s Sao Paulo dub bad agreed to the amount of 
the transfer fee. The report said the only thing yet to be agreed 
was.Rai's percentage of the fee. He is asking for “S3 per cent and 
the dub is offering 10, reports said. Atletico’s general man ager 
Miguel Angel Gil Martin told the Spanish News Agency EFE that 
Rai would join club in July. He discounted reports that the French 
club Paris St. Germain had the inside track on signing the 
Brazilian midfielder. The Madrid Daily B Pais reported Tuesday 
that cross-town rival Real Madrid had lost interest in the Br azili a n 
midfielder because of bis commitments with Brazil’s national 
team. El Pais said Rai’s transfer fee would be 253 million pesetas 
($2.3 million). 

Jordan leads Bulls over Hornets 

CHICAGO (AP) — Michael Jordan had 28 points and his 26th 
career triple-double as the Chicago Bulls beat the Charlotte 
Hornets for the 17th straight time, 114-103. Jordan finished with 
12 rebounds and 11 assists to lead the Bulls to their fifth straight 
victory and eighth in nine starts. Horace Grant added 20 points 
for the Bulls. Chicago hasn't lost to the Hornets since bowing in 
the series opener 103-101 Dec. 23. 1988. Johnny Newman had 28 
points to lead the Hornets. In New York, Patrick Ewing scored 24 
of his 29 points in the second half and Greg Anthony tad a 
career-high 23. The win was the 13th in 14 games at Madison 
Square Garden for the Knicks, who lost their previous two gaxne^ 
on the road. It was the fourth consecutive loss for the Pacers, who 
were led by Reggie Miller with 23 points and Detlef Schrempf 
with 19. Anthony, in the lineup because Doc Rivers has a partial 
dislocation of his right shoulder, made the only other start of his 
two-year NBA career Dec. 28, 1991. also against the Pacers. He 
scored 18 points in the middle two periods. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY I, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Tri- 
ple Moon squares' to Uranus, Nep- 
tune and Mars arn’t the best way to 
get the New Year underway but it 
is a good <{ay to display those 
gregarious qualities you possess, to 
there fullest 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Whether at home, on the road, at 
shops or places of business or for 
public activities you Find you make 
real progress during the day. then 
relax on your laurels. 

TAURUS: (April 20 tto May 20) 
Think about the best way to im- 
prove your personal appearance 
whether at a beauty salon or bar- 
ber shop and then arrange to enjoy 
desired pleasures. 

GEMINI: (May 21 tto June 21) 
You would be wise now to consider 
whaterver is needed to make your 
residence more attractive and op- 
erative but don’t Jose time but do 
so right away. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 no 
July 21) Be off and out into the 
world of activity early and gain the 
progress that appeals to you in 
communications with those you 
enjoy. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Re- 
duce those very sensible ideas that 
you have to a working success so 
that you will soon have a greater 
abundance and to spare for your 
needs. 

VIRGO: (August 22 tto September 
22) You can dearly perceive what 


you both desire and that will be 
good for you personally so go after 
it early in an aggressive and defi- 
nite manner. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have some intimate and 
highly personal tasks to attend and 
this is a very good day to pot aside 
more public activities and to get 
them done. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Decide what you want of a 
subjective nature in exact detail 
and then make plans to see those 
able to aid you to make it part of 
your existence. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 tto 
December 2!) There are quite a 
number of vocational activities 
awaiting your aucatkm * that re- 
quire more than usual metkulous- 
ness on your part so give it. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 tto 
Janaary 20) You have a trip com- 
ing up and it is necessary and 
advisable that you plan it so that 
you miss not benefit that could 
occur to you on the journey. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) .A time: to get into whatev- 
er you owe others or have coining 
to vou in an itemized statement 
and get obligations of aO sorts 
rightly attended to. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Consider messages of import- 
ance and resolutions to be rightly 
made during the day and you 
celebrate New Years arrival best 
this year beneath your own roof. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


wrm OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HTRSCH 
Cl 992 TrCUN fctada Sarvfcu. toe. 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


ft ni KlKE i 06 
aBT.nnamini3fiwg.Ki. 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*93 TQ105 CKQ9 *A7G52 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 * 2 0 ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — No one would dispute that 
two no trump is a reasonable actios. 
However, there's no guarantee your 
side can make nine tricks, so we 
' fancy a double, assuming that's for 
penalties. If you play negative dou- 
bles, by all means bid two no trump. 
Partner might have the wrong hold- 
ing in diamonds to reopen, so a pass 
might find you defending two dia- 
monds undoubled when -your side 
has a vulnerable game. 

Q-2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K9 7KQ6 0AQJ2 *AJ93 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one club. What 
action do you take? 

A. — The hand is too strong for an 
immediate one-no-trump overcall, 
which should have a top range of 
about 19. Since the positional factor 
makes this hand worth 21 points, 
you should start with a takeout 
double. 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K9 9K.Q6 0AQJ2 4AJ93 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North - 

1 * Dbl Pass 1 ? 

Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Now is the time to bid one no 
trump. A double followed by a no- 
trump bid shows more than a direct 
one-no-trump overcall. Bear in 
mind that partner could be com- 
pletely broke, in which case even 
seven tricks could be beyond your 
resources. 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


♦7 CAK6 0KJ93 *AQ10»2 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 0 Pass 

9 

What do you bid now? 

A. — With your wealth of prime 
cards, excellent diamond support 
and good five-card suit, a jump to 
three diamonds, which is strongly 
invitational but not forcing, does 
not do your band justice. Our choice 
would be to jump shift to two 
hearts, then keep correcting to dia- 
monds over any action by partner. 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*85 9AKQ763 >AJ6 *72 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 <7 Pass 1 * Pass 

9 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Before you make a reflexive 
jump to three hearts, count your 
losers. You have six, so partner 
must cover three of those to give 
you play for game. With that much 
strength, however, partner would 
have enough for a second bid. which 
means game is unlikely should 
North pass a simple rebid of two . 
hearts. 

Q.6- — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

♦AS ?K2 vK 10954 4KJ85 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Soat^ West North East 
1 v Pass 2 NT Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — This ifi not the hand where 
you should introduce your second 
suit Since partner’s bid shows a 
balanced 13-15 points, which puts 
slam out of range, there’s no reason 
not to raise to three no trump with a 
stopper in every suit and a hand 
that is essentially balanced. If you 
rebid three clubs, you might land in 
so unmakaWe 11 -trick contract. 


—FORECAST FOR THURSDAY DECEMBER 31; VS 

By’TftomasS. Pierson; Aspotogfc.jGam# RightorToun i 

GENERAL- TENDENCIES: * 

Conjbinfc your intuition and' productive, wtsestontg * 
prophetic insight with your matter! . uUtagh on ^m ngpaatK*^ 
and b&t judgement, giving your- LIBRA: (September-23 
self th£ ehance to forge ahead to ' 22) Tate some dine out t> - 
new inspired goals with less draw- ^afl. aspects qfjnpar presen; 
hacks. as sre face, the New Year, ^nrn^mdhtt tod appro 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19): 

During the day oy as well as yea mnisod expense. , .. 
can to- find out what business . SCGRPKh (October 23 1< , 
associated expect of you and- ber.2I>: A goojJ;:^ ■ 
tonight get off to a surprising new / ’’ cangMign.qf aftipnrwbe 


~ 22) Take some time out r 
. afl. aspects ofyourpresen; 

(Snaqgcmantg and - nnpro 
; then tonight avoid- sent 
mnjtori ' e xpense. 

. SCORPIO: (October 23 tc 
ber . 21): A good : day 
campaign t>f whe 

. wtfl te abk-to mare qui 
your, .personal tengrags. 
accept -aiuip^.fayor; ' 


TAURUS:, (April 20 to M ay 2P) . - ■ acoqrt ^iurms 

Dehe into whatever public matter - ' " 

perplexes you and yen , can get 

correct answers doting the daytime- - Dtt*mOCT2I) K 

but tonight find ways to imptemeni . Ifte r g ntK ^ tot1 ^ 


your promises 


' performed makes It. pod? 1 
jOTroaocart^^ap-' 


GEMIN I: (May 21 ‘ tto Jwm 2p to^y. tonighLa^iateres.^^ 
Perfect as mix* as possible whal- arises. ' _ 


ever your present activities are . 
before tonight yoa get together 
with an unusual personality. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June: 22 to 
Xtily 21) "You have the chance now 
to make arrangements to engage in 
recreations ana amusements that 
attract -you, then a work matter 
requires mud) attention. - . . 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever you have in mm concerning 
making yonr home more - of a 
haven of rest is good if yon stick' to 
fundamentals; tonight expect a sui-“ 
prise guest. ■ “ ; 4 ;' r ' 

VIRGO; (August 22 to' September 
22) You now- should be able" to 
contact those outside persons who 


CAPRICORN: jDecbnb^ 
January 20) You haye-a t 
■who wfil beat rour tack 

^^andterjta^" ^ 

AQUARIUS- (January 2 V 
~ aty . 19). Your; vioitkay'.>^' 
s hould have priority '<& 
daytime so cotKtatrate o*-'^^ 
them , working vrib-. 
•-something of a -owi- W - - 

PISCES: ’(Febiha^ 20't£^ — - 
20) ^You have 'some ^jL, tj* 
coarse of action ynn wanjr^>-^; 
motion so aQ Jactots n** 

today; j tonight you^-*eei» 

make it ■work wrfL . 1 . 



Trri willing to change my behavior as 
long as I don’t have to do \ 'v f 
anything different" . v.-: ; * 



THE Daily Cross word 


ACROSS . 

1 Bfcocaiwecd 

5 Visitor 
10 Recorded 
proceedings 
14 Stir up setfmam 
T5 Open 

16 Certain age 

17 Rarely 

20 Is rite with 

21 Transport with - 


22 School gp. 

23 Eye part 

26 Read quickly 
28 Revolution 
31 Movie dog 
33 Verse 

37 Ntgittal words 

38 Wed on the sly 

40 Promptly 

41 Bettlna terms 


46 Singer Lenya 

47 Patriotic gp. 

46 (May 

51 Sign brightenw 

52 Actor Ron 

53 Craggy heights 
55 Decipher 

57 Wolfed down 
60 Hemingway 
epithet 

62 Wafer wheel 
66 Porthoe and 
pals 

70 Trompe Y — 
(style of 
painting) 

71 Celestial ram 

72 Highway ogress 

73 LambSfca 

74 Holds back- 

75 Ems and Baden 

DOWN 

1 Dog or tax 
foflovrar 

2 Tops 

3 Paddy crop 

4 Oily resin 

5 Rev 

8 Ms Merkel 

7 Recedes 

8 Pitchman's 
purpose 

9 Swimming attire 



OtflSZ'nibimMMe Sanaa, tne. ~- 

Yesterday's Puzzle Sc 

10 Endeavor 

11 Whip handle 

12 Spree 

13 Tolstoi heroina 

18 Sabra's home 

19 Redact 

24 Saagki sta 

25 Milkmaid's 
perch 

27 WhUcay starter 

28 Expended 

29 Idolize 

30 Waken roughly 
32 Stage edge 

34 Racket 

35 Of an area 

38 incensed 

39 Stage {fraction 

42 Tempo 

43 irvSan 

44 Renter 

49 Cord ' w 

50 Theater 58 "Of — I Sing" 65WporX^, 

productions 59 troquoian 67 Wapfe 

54 Jet 61— Minor 68Set0 H&ft 

56 Active people 63 Gamer 

57 Speck 64 La Oouce" 69 
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Yeltsin, Bush to sign 
New Year arms 



MOSCOW (Agencies) — Russia 
announced Wednesday that Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin and U.S. 
President George Bush would 
bold a new year's summit by the 
Black Sea to sign a landmark 
arms pact slashing their nuclear 
arsenals. 

. A spokesman for Mr. Yeltsin 
said the two leaders would meet 
in the holiday resort of Sochi Jan. 
2 and 3 to sign a second strategic 
.arras reduction (START-2) treaty 
that will scrap some of the world's 
most destructive nuclear 
weapons. 

The second full summit be- 
tween the two men, arranged in a 
feverish diplomatic hustle, will 
provide Mr. Bosh with a last-gasp 
foreign policy success before he 
hands over the presidency to Bill 
Clinton on Jan. 20. 

The START-2 treaty, final de- 
tails of which were hammered out 
in Geneva by foreign ministers of 
the two countries, will cut stock- 
piles of strategic nuclear war- 
beads by two- thirds. 

Its real significance is that it 
will abolish the most dangerous 
category of cold war weapons — 
intercontinental land-based mis- 
siles with' multiple warheads. 

Mr. Bush will travel to Sochi, a 
sub-tropical resort long favoured 
by die Soviet elite as a luxury 
holiday retreat, after paying a 
new year visit to U.S. forces in 
Somalia. 

The new accord builds on the 
START-1 treaty, completed last 
year, which cut U.S. and former 
Soviet arsenals by about 30 per 
■ cent. But it did not eliminate the 
most deadly weapons, such as the 
giant Russian SS18s and the U.S. 


MX missile. START-2, whose 
broad outline was agreed by Mr. 
Bush and Mr. Yeltsin last June, 
will effectively roll back the final 
two decades of the Soviet-U.S. 
nuclear arms race. 

It will oblige both sides — each 
with about 10,000 strategic nuc- 
lear warheads — to pare down to 
3,500 warheads each by the year 
2003 at the latest and by 2000 if 
Russia finds that economically 
feasible. 

The United States, meanwhile, 
would retain seaborne mu triple - 
warhe-id missiles, -assuring its 
nuclear supremacy. 

Mr. Bush wanted the accord as 
a final flourish to his arms control 
achievements, which include the 
historic START treaty cutting 
stockpiles by about one-third, 
and the 1990 East-West accord to 
reduce tanks and other conven- 
tional forces in Europe. 

“We now have, .1 think, a text 
that we can put to the two presi- 
dents. ... it clearly represents the 
quality of the new relationship 
between Russia and the United 
States," Secretary of State Lawr- 
ence Eagleburger announced 
Tuesday in Geneva. “We've had 
differences, we've discussed 
them, and we have worked hard 
to try to come to mutual accom- 
modation." 

Ukraine needs $I.5b 

Ukraine needs at least SI. 5 
billion to dismantle its nuclear 
weapons under provisions of a 
U.S.-Soviet arms treaty signed 
last year and wants the West to 
pay the bill, Ukrainian officials 
said. 


Still, money alone will not re- 
solve all of Ukraine's concerns 
about START, said Konstantin 
Grishchenko, bead of the Ukrai- 
nian foreign ministry's arms con- 
trol unit. 

Mr. Grishchenko and 
Ukraine's ambassador to Russia 
repeated demands for the inter- 
national community to guarantee 
Ukraine's security after it surren- 
ders all of the strategic nuclear 
weapons it inherited after the 
breakup of the Soviet Union. 
Ukraine also wants compensation 
for removal of the valuable nuc- 
lear materials contained in the 
warheads. 

The 176 intercontinental ballis- 
tic missiles, armed with 1,200 
warheads, make Ukraine the 
World's third-largest nuclear 
power, after Russia and the Un- 
ited States. 

Under provisions of (START- 
1) and related protocols, 
Ukraine and two other former 
Soviet republics, Kazakhstan and 
Belarus, would have to give up 
their nuclear weapons. 

Ukraine's refusal to ratify 
START could scuttle the accord 
— as well as the START-2 treaty 
just negotiated in Geneva. 

“It’s unlikely the Russians 
would want to cut their nuclear 
arms by 50 per cent (under 
START-2) with three nuclear 
neighbours on their borders,' 
Jack Mendelsohn, deputy direc- 
tor of the nuclear arms control 
association, said. 

Of the four former republics' 
which inherited Soviet nuclear 
weapons, only Russia and Kazkh- 
stan have ratified the START 
agreement. 


Cuban pilots on holiday hijack 
plane to Miami, seek asylum 


MIAMI (AP) — The pilot and 
passengers of a Cuban airliner 
leapt for joy overpowered the 
co-pilot and put the plane down 
in Miami in a dramatic bid for 
freedom. 

‘‘I feel very happy ..i*to have 
been able to ridicule the com- 
munist system of Cuba/' said the 
pilot, Carlos Cancio Porcel. 

"It was a very complex man- 
euver, a year in the planning." 

All but five of the 53 people 
aboard requested asylum when 
they reached Miami International 
Airport Tuesday. 

While’ those fleeing Cuba 
generally get asylum, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigations (FBI) 
said it was investigating whether 
the incident violated U.S. hijack- 
ing laws. Cuba denounced it as a 
terrorist act. 

It was the second high-profile 
flight from Cuba in 10 days. On' 
Dec. 19, a Cuban defector and 
former air force pilot flew back to 
15s homeland in a small plane, 
picked up his family and whisked 
'them to freedom in Florida. 

In Tuesday's incident, the 
§pviet-buiit Aero Caribbean 
twin-engine Turboprop was on a 
flight from Havana to a resort on 
Cuba's northern coast when it 
turned and beaded for Miami. 

. The flight was part of a holiday 
excursion for pilots, their families 
and friends, Mr. Cancio said. He 
said all but five on board were in 


on the plan. 

Once in the Air, Mr. Cancio 
said, he sent his co-pilot — who 
was not in on the plot — into the 
cabin, saying he wanted to give 
another pilot on board some ex- 
perience in the cockpit. As soon 
as other pilot went forward, Mr. 
Cancio said, they locked the 
cockpit door and passengers tied 
up the co-pilot and a security 
guard. 

The cabin erupted in cheers 
when Mr. Cancio turned the air- 
liner north, he said. 

Passengers knocked out the 
guard with chloroform, said 
Michael Sheehan, a Customs Ser- 
vice spokesman. Mr. Cancio said 
passengers slipped something in 
the guard's coffee, then used the 
chloroform to keep him out. 

The guard’s hands were tied 
with rope and his feet were bound 
with a belt, said Joaquin De- 
Icueto, a paramedic in Miami. 
The man, 31-year-old Andres 
Hernandez Ledesma, was treated 
at a hospital and released. 

“He was calling them traitors. 
He said if he could take them 
back to Cuba they would be 
shot," Mr. Delcueto said. 

Mr. Cancio said the co-pilot 
felt betrayed and “took a swing at 
me. And as I ducked, I cut myself 
with my belt buckle." 

The Cubans celebrated loudly 
as they exited the plane, which 
was surrounded by police officers 


and federal agents. One passen- 
ger, a boy, ripped up his cuban 
ID card. 

“They were very happy. They 
were all jumping and giving high 
fives to each other," said Mario 
Miranda, a spokesman for the 
Cuban American National 
Foundation. 

Those who requested asylum 
were taken into custody by the 
Immigration and Naturalisation 
Service and moved to a detention 
centre to be interviewed. 

The five who asked to return to 
Cuba were the guard, a flight 
attendant, the co-pilot and his 
wife and daughter, said Dan Gel- 
ber. a spokesman for the U.S. 
attorney's office. He said they 
would be returned as soon as 
possible. 

Cuba's state-run news agency, 
Prensa Latina, called the incident, 
a “hijacking” and “Terrorist 
act." 

“Cuban official sources con- 
tacted by Prensa Latina said this 
new act of international terrorism 
was the product of a U.S. policy 
that is geared towards granting 
asylum for all illegal (Cuban) 
emigrants," the agency said. 

The FBI was investigating the 
case as a possible hijacking, said 
spokewoman Julie Vonderhaar. 
The airliner will be returned to 
Cuba in accordance with interna- 
tional hijacking agreements, Mr. 
Sheehan said. 


Brazil gets a new president, 
but old problems remain 


By Katherine MoGnski 
Reuter 

■SAO PAULO — Brazil ended 
jnonths of wrenching political 
upheaval Tuesday when dis- 
graced President Fernando CoOor de 
-Mello resigned, handing a vic- 
tory to democracy but leaving 
the country still mired in prob- 
lems. 

The orderly and constitu- 
tional transfer of power to new 
President Itamar Franco 
showed the strength of demo- 
cracy in Latin America's 
largest country and economic 
powerhouse seven years after 
the military turned power over 
to civilians, analysts said. 

But the problems that have 
long haunted Brazil — infla- 
tion, economic uncertainty, 
-congressional gridlock and 
rigid and budget-draining gov- 
ernment infrastructure — are 
waiting just beyond the glow of 
accomplishment felt at the end 
of the Collor regime. 

“The feeling today is good. 
IPs a feeling as though a task 
has been accomplished by dos- 
ing the chapter on the Collor 
corruption crisis." said a diplo- 
mat with long experience in 
Brazil. “The democratic pro- 
cess is much more vibrant and 
alive than in any other Latin 



Itamar Eranco 

American country. 

“The problem is that all the 
issues that have been a prob- 
lem in the past are still there. 
And the prospects for any ma- 
jor changes are slim.” 

The executive and legisla- 
ture face a daunting list of 
urgent issues — mostly dealing 
with the economy — delayed 
for months while the country 
focused its attention on Mr. 
Collor’* impeachment nro- 
cezdings. 

A national plebiscite is sche- 
duled for April in which Brazi- 
lians will choose whether they 
want to keep a presidential 
system, swap it for a par- 
liamentary system or even a 


parliamentary monarchy. 

“Muddling through is what 
you are going to get in 1993 — 
.hopefully," the diplomat said. 

Meanwhile much of the rest 
of Latin America has been 
forging ahead with privatisa- 
tion of state companies, debt 
restructuring and integration 
into world trade and financial 
circles. 

“The fact is that Brazil has 
not done what other Latin 
American countries have 
done, and they (Brazilians) are 
going to pay for it.” the diplo- 
mat said. 

He called “stunning” recent- 
ly released figures showing 
Brazil dragged down growth 
figures for the whole region 
from about 4.5 per cent to 
almost two per cent. 

“Brazil is out of step with 
the rest of region." he said. 

“Brazil is a nation of the 
future.. .and always will be,” 
cynical Brazilians are fond of 
saying, reflecting the history of 
a country with enormous 
potential, never fo'iv rea%ed. 

tic," said political scientist 
Bolivar Lamounier. “At least 
now we have an agenda, a flag 
to fly. It is no longer the flag of 
Collor, it is the flag of 
realism.” 



Death toll rises to 15 

Khm er slaughter 


Villagers prepare to bury one of 15 people massacred in a Khmer 
Rouge attack against Vietnamese in Cambodia (AFP photo) 


PHNOM PENH (R) — A Viet- 
namese child died Wednesday 
from wounds inflicted by Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas, taking to 15 the 
death toll from a massacre of 
villagers, a United Nations 
spokesman said. 

Thirteen people remained in 
hospital, some in critical condi- 
tion, following Sunday's attack in 
which the Maoist guerrillas ang- 
led out Vietnamese settlers in a 
fishing village for summary ex- 
ecution. 

Rebel leaflets left at the scene 
of the slaughter accused Yasusfai 
Akashi. a Japanese in charge of 
the U.N. Transitional Authority 
in Cambodia (UNTAC), of col- 
laborating with Vietnam, the 
U.N. spokesman said. 

The guerrillas, ousted from 
power % invading Vietnamese 
forces in 1979, threatened to kill 
anyone “serving Yuon” — ■ a de- 
rogatory Khmer term for Viet- 
namese. 

“Mr. Akashi should not be 
with Yuon killing Khmers,” they 
said. 

"Categories of Yuon forces 
must get out of Cambodia to let 
the Cambodian people determine 
their own destiny.” 

The leaflets said the Viet- 
namese-backed government in 
Phnom Penh were “puppets" of 
Hanoi. 

“Stop serving Yuon or risk 
death,” the leaflets said. 

Twelve of the 14 who died 


Sunday in the fishing village of 
Taches in central Kompong 
Chhnang province were ethnic 
Vietnamese. V* other two were 
Cambodian. Four of the victims 
were children. 

The Khmer Rouge are refusing 
fo comply with a 1991 peace 
accord signed with three other 
Cambodian factions on the 
grounds that Vietnamese troops 
remain in Cambodia. 

UNTAC officials say there is 
no evidence to substantiate that 
claim, and the United Nations is 
preparing to introduce economic 
sanctions against the Khmer 
Rouge from Friday. 

Hundreds of thousands of Viet- 
namese, some with ties stretching 
back generations and others re- 
cent settlers, live in Cambodia. 
They have been the target of 
vitriolic verbal attacks and a 
string of murders by the Khmer 
Rouge. 

Vietnam, in a statement issued 
by its Phnom Penh embassy 
Wednesday, condemned the 
Taches massacre. It urged 
Cambodian authorities and U.N. 
pece keepers to bring the kilters to 
justice. 

“This attack is obviously racial- 
ly motivated," it said. 

The Khmer Rouge has not 
commented on the incident. 

The U.N. spokesman said 
when an UNTAC official raised 
the matter with a guerrilla liaison 
officer in Phnom Penh “he was 
very cold and abrupt.” 


ANC ? Inkatha plan further peace talks 


DURBAN, South Africa 
(Agencies) — The African 
National Congress (ANC) and 
its rival Inkatha Freedom Party 
(IFP) said Wednesday they 
had agreed to set up commit- 
tees to prepare for a peace 
summit between their leaders. 

A joint communique issued 
2 fter a meeting of officials 
from the two groups in Durban 
Tuesday said the comacts had 
been cordial and showed it was 
possible to resolve matters 
which had previously led to 
conflict. 

It said the committees would 
discuss promotion of free poli- 
tical activity, the increasing 
militarisation of politics and a 
national peace accord agreed 
in September last year. ' 

The two delegations are due 
fo meet again on Jan. 15. 

South Africa's Goldstone 
Commission has blamed ANC- 
inkatha rivaliy for violence 
and intimidati. -n across the 
country and accused their lead- 
ers of not doing enough to stop 
it. 

Tuesday's meeting was the 
second between the rival black 


movements aimed at setting up 
a peace summit between ANC 
President 'Nelson Mandela 
and the leader of the Zulu- 
based IFP, Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. 

More than 3,000 people 
have been killed this year in 
political violence, mainly 
around Johannesburg and Nat- 
al province. 

The ANC is due to resume 
democracy talks with President 
F.W. De Klerk's white govern- 
ment in February. The IFP, 
which fears being" sidelined by 
the government and ANC, re- 
cently unveiled a constitution 
for an autonomous state com- 
prising Natal and the Kwazulu 
tribal homeland. 

At the U.N., Secretary- 
General Boutros GhaJi Tues- 
day blamed security forces for 
some of the vfcv.-ice in South 
Africa vs ' police had 

failed ire clashes 

prop- 

Wlii.- . .. -..shave 

been mude before by black 
South Afrira 1 - - 'htical activ- 
ists, it v. • time they 


had been given weight by the 
head of the United Nations. 

In a report to the 15-nation 
Security Council, Dr. Ghali 
noted “considerable progress" 
in talks between the govern- 
ment and tbe ANC on ending 
white minority rule. He also 
reported “substantial agree- 
ment" among the power brok- 
ers in South Africa on arrange- 
ments for multi-party negotia- 
tions on the country's future. 

But his report also cited 
these problems: 

' — “There is also evidence 
that the security forces of the 
homelands are involved in vio- 
lence.” He called on the South 
African government to solve 
the problem. 

— “Grave concern con- 
tinues to be expressed regard- 
ing toe existence of covert op- 
erations, apparently sanc- 
tioned at high levels of military 
intelligence, as recently as De- 
cember 1992.” He said some of 
the security forces had been 
conspiring and that the results 
“contribute to the level of vio- 
lence and risk jeopardizing the 
transition to democracy.” He 


did not provide details of the 
alleged conspiracy or violence. 

— Some of tbe law enforce- 
ment personnel, he said, are 
guilty of “serious deficiencies" 
hampering their ability to in- 
vestigate violent crimes 
promptly and prosecute offen- 
ders. 

To solve some of the prob- 
lems, the secretary-general 
proposes improving security at 
hostels “known to be flash- 
points for violence,” increasing 
the number of U.N. observers 
in South Africa from 50 to 60 
and repealing repressive leg- 
islation in the homelands, rn 
addition, he suggests that "fore- 
ign countries send advisers to 
help tram South African police 
on proper investigation proce- 
dures. 

In a statement, the South 
African government welcomed 
Dr. Gh ali’s report. The state- 
ment. distributed by South 
Africa's U.N. mission, also 
says the government “has done 
everything which could reason- 
ably be expected of it to curb 
the violence." 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S. approves drug for ovarian cancer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA ) has approved rbe drug Taxol for treating advanced ovarian 
cancer, saying that while it is not a cure, it can prolong life when 
other treatments have failed. "It is a very important treatment 
option for women with ovarian cancer, which is a very difficult 
disease to treat," FDA Commissioner David Kessler said in an 
interview. Minutes after approval was announced in the United 
States, the Canadian government approved it. Mr. Kessler said. It 
was the first time the two countries had cooperated on simultaneous 
approval of an anti-cancer drug although they have done so before 
on AIDS drugs. The drug, which is extracted from the bark of the 
Pacific Yew tree in the northwest, works by disrupting the 
mechanism cells use to divide themselves, Mr. Kessler said. In 
clinical trials it produced a response in 25 per cent to 30 per cent of 
the women who took it. and the average response lasted five to 
seven months. Mr. Kessler said. After that, it became ineffective. 
Scientists do not know why. “If you could answer that question, 
you could cure cancer,” Mr. Kessler said. 

3.000 criminal groups reported in Russia 

MOSCOW (AP) — More than 3,000 criminal groups with tens of 
thousands of members now operate in Russia, a senior police 
official said. Russia's fust deputy interior minister. Major General 
Mikhail Yegorov. also said authorities had uncovered 1,027 
criminal groups in the past nine months, blamed for more than 

12.000 crimes. Police confiscated more than 2,000 firearms, billions 
of roubles and "a considerable amount of hard currency” from 
them, he said in remarks carried by the Itar-Tass news agency. 
Gen. Yegorov. who heads the main department for organised 
crime, also confirmed earlier reports that about 400 government 
officials linked to criminal groups have been uncovered this year. 
The Interior Ministry said authorities have investigated nearly 

3.000 cases of bribery and 5,000 cases of embezzlement among state 
officials in 1992. Gen. Yegorov said criminal proceedings have 
begun against 1.541 corrupt government officials. 

Misery in store as three planets line up 

JAKARTA (R) — Indonesians should probably forget about next 
year and, for that matter, 1994. Indonesia's most prominent 
para-psychologist warned of instability on a scale to match the 
downfall of the powerful Javanese kingdom of Majapahit 512 years 
ago when the planets Saturn. Uranus and Neptune were aligned. 
The planets line up every 171 years and 1993 will be the next time. 
“The nation's stability will be disrupted by conflicts... which could 
.lead to a civil war and kill many, many people," the Marta Post 
daily Wednesday quoted the chairman of foe Indonesian Associa- 
tion of Para-Psychologists, Permadi, as saying. He predicted 
economic chaos, heated disputes between foe two main Muslim 
groups in this predominantly Islamic country and disenchantment 
• " ’ *7 the powerful military. 

French unhappy with '92, gloomy at ’93 

PARIS, (R) — Most French people did not like 1992 and are 
gloomy about 1993 prospects, according to a year-end opinion poll. 
The B VA survey for foe weekly Paris Match said 88 per cent of foe 


French saw 1992 as a bad year for world peace and 86 per cent as a 
bad year for France. Only 22 per pent believed the international 
and domestic scene would improve next year. The poll said 17 per 
cent were satisfied with tbe government — the lowest rate of 
approval since the Socialists came to power 11 years ago — and 
supported forecasts of a centre-right victory in a general election 
next March. The Socialists have been discredited tty rising 
unemployment, illegal party financing scandals and an outcry over 
foe contamination of haemophiliacs by AIDS-tainted blood pro- 
ducts. The survey said left-wing parties would win 29.5 of the vote 
to 44.5 per cent for conservatives. The ecologist movement was 
expected to pod 15 per cent while the far-right National Front was 
seen declining to 11 per cent. 

Russia launches two monkeys into space 

MOSCOW (AP) — Russia launched a rocket carrying two 
monkeys, insects and equipment for radiation research into orbit 
Tuesday, foe Itar-Tass news agency reported. The Soyuz booster 
rocket, which also carried plants and cell and tissue cultures, was 
fired from the Plesetsk cosmodrome north of Moscow, the flight 
control centre said. The press service of the military space 
programme said that experts from the European Space agency as 
well as Italian, German and other foreign scientists will oversee 
biological experiments on the monkeys and insects aboard from the 
ground control centre, the Interfax news agency reported. It also 
quoted the press service as saying that such experiments could not 
be conducted on human beings. After tbe return of the spaceship, 
planned for Jan, 10, the flight's data will be studied at the Institute 
of Medical and Biological Problems where the project was 
organised, Interfax said. 

‘Home alone 1 parents arrested 

CHICAGO (AP) — Authorities have arrested a couple who flew to 
Mexico on vacation last week, leaving their two young children 
■ home alone. “This is a very bizarre case,” said David Clark, 
administrative chief for the Kane County state’s attorney’s office. 
*Tve heard some people say that ‘home alone* only belongs in the 
movies.” David and Sharon Scboo of St. Charles were arrested on a 
plane that landed at Chicago's O’Hare International Airport 
midmoming. Eight police officers then led them through the 
terminal to a waiting unmarked police car. The charge was felony 
child abandonment. Nicole Schoo, 9, and her four-year-old sister, 
Diana, were discovered after Nicole called 911 when a smoke alarm 
went off accidentally Dec. 21. The parents apparently had departed 
for Acapulco on Dec. 20. “For a long time, I was feeling really 
lonely and wondering what they were doing,” Nicole said. 

Kidnapped American freed in Philippines 

ZAMBOANGA. Philippines (R) — Bandits set U.S. missionary 
Gerald Fraszczak free on a water buffalo after bolding him captive 
for 68 days m jungle hideouts in the southern Philippines, officials 
said Wednesday. The 55-year-Oid Roman Catholic missionary from 
Polanski, Wisconsin, rode to freedom Tuesday after his abductors 
dropped their $200,000 ransom demand and released him from 
captivity in the jungles of the remote island of Basilan. “Free " a 
broadly grinning Fraszczak told a news conference at the southern 
military headquarters in Zamboanga dry, 860 kilometres south of 
Manila. 
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